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T was not long after I had 
been inducted to the Living 
Af 
Lancaſter, that I perceived my- 
ſelf to be ever moſt welcome in the 
Family of W—b—y, Eſquire, a 


Gentleman of a plentitul Eſtate in 


thoſe Parts; but more eſpecially, I 
found myſelf ſo to his Lady, who 


would frequently fit the whole After- 


noon with me, queſtioning and receiv- 
ing my Solutions upon various Paſſages 


in the Scriptures, and other abſtruſe 
Points of Divinity; and I never met 


with a Lady in the whole Courſe of 

my Life, ſo fincerely inquiſitive after, 
or a more uniform Practiſer of every 
known Virtue. - : 72800 
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EDiTOR's PREFACE. 


mn, in the County of 


The EriToR's PREFACE | 
By the Time that I had continued 
theſe Conferences with her for about 
two Years, as we were one Day diſ- 
courſing upon the preſent Times, the 
Licentiouſneſs of the Youth of both 
Sexes, and what ſad Examples young 
People had daily before them; Mrs. 
W—}b—y told me, that ſhe had then 
by her an Inſtance, from whence it had 
been moſt apparent to her, that the 
moſt upright Morals were not a De- 
fence againſt the Encroachment of 
Vice, where the Example of Compa- 
nions, and Opportunity, offered for 
defacing them: Nay, that aſſociating 
one's ſelf to ſuch, would not only per- 
vert all former good Impreſſions, but 
even the Will would thereby aſſimu- 
late itſelf to Debauchery, and Pro- 
faneneſs. £76, 
She then produced to me, from her 
Cabinet, a large Bundle of Letters, 
with the Copies, and Draugh s of ſe- 
veral others; all of which, the Reader 
will find herein after inſerted. 
Upon caſting my Eye curſorily over 
ſome of them, I own, my Inclination 
tended ſtrongly towards making my- 


ſelf Maſter of their whole Contents; 


and for that Reaſcn, I begged the Fa- 
vour of her to lend them to me, that 
I might 
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The EDriToR's PREFACE. 


] might examine them ſeriouſly in my 


own Study ; but I found her unwilling 
to part with them out of her own Cuſ- 
tody ; for ſhe told me, that tho” from 
our long and continued Friendſhip, 
ſhe could permit me to read them in 
her Houſe, without expecting me to 
make a wrong Application of what I 
ſhould find therein, yet ſhould they but 
caſually fall into other Hands, Re- 
flections might be raiſed, injurious, 
poſſibly, to her Character, for the 
Continuance of a Correſpondence ſo 
long, with Perſons ſhe could not but 
be aſhamed of after. So full a Diſclo- 
ſure of their Proceedings, as themſelves 
had from time to time made to her; 
but however, as they were regularly 
placed according to their Dates, I 


might then amuſe myſelf as long as I 


pleaſed with them, and whenſoever I 
ſhould think it worth my while to 
purſue the Story, they ſhould be forth- 
coming at my Service. 

I found them ſo intereſting upon the 
Peruſal, the further I waded into them, 
that I could not be at Reft till I had 
gone through with them. | 

I then told her, that the Treaſure ſhe 


3 had ſo carefully conſerved from public 
Notice, would in my Opinion, far 
1 5 more 
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The EriToR's PREFACE: 
more redound to her own Honour, and 


the public Emolument, by Expoſure, 


than from Impriſonment thus in her 
Cabinet. 

She ſtill ſeeming unwilling to part 
with them, I ſoon convinced her, 
that recent Examples wrought much 
more forcibly upon the human Intel- 
lects, than the moſt elaborate Pre- 
cepts ; adding, that as I could plainly 


perceive, ſhe would not readily con- 


ſent to a perſonal Expoſure upon the 

reat Theatre of the World, as an 
Actor in the Scene we were debating 
upon, Matters might eaſily be ſo ma- 
naged, by publiſhing the Facts under 
feigned Names, or by Initials only, 
as by no Means, to leave her a ſuſ- 
pectable Agent in them. 

J told her further, that conſidering 
the Original of her Acquaintance with 


the young Ladies, commenced during 


the moſt virtuous Demeanour and Mo- 
rals on their Part, as well as her own; 
and that, as it at Length had arrived 
to ſuch a peculiar Regard for, and In- 
timacy with each other, I was appre- 
henſive, ſhe could no Ways have been 
diſpenſed with from adviſing them in 
the beſt, Manner ſhe was able, and from 
continuing her Endeavours for reclaim- 
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The EpiToR's PREFACE. 


3 ing them, as alſo her Aſſiſtance in their 


Diſtreſſes, all which, Chriſtian Charity 
demanded from her, notwithſtanding 
the vicious Courſes they had unfortu- 
nately involved themſelves in. 
Having at Length, through the 
Force of my Perſwaſions, over-biaſed 
her to permit me to print the follow- 
ing Correſpondence ; ſhe by Degrees, 
conceiving the Utility it might be of, 
became no leſs zealous for the Under- 
taking than myſelf; and in order to 
introduce the Epiſtles themſelves with 
Propriety to the Reader, ſhe then made 
me the following prefatory Relation of 
her own Life and Family. Now, tho? 
I at firſt propoſed to have publiſhed 
this as from myſelf, yet, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, as the Letters themſelves 
muſt run in the firſt Perſon, ſo I ra- 
ther choſe to make her Account of 
herſelf, do the ſame. | : 
I muſt give my Reader this Caution, 
that none of the Sirnames he will here- _ 
after meet with are real; tho' ſeveral - 
of them may be ſome ways ſimilar to 
thoſe of the Parties themſelves ; for as 
the Fact itſelf is ſo recent, had true 
Names been publiſhed, it might have 
caſt that Reflection upon ſeveral * 
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Families, which every prudent Man, 
in like Caſe, would ſtudiouſly avoid. 


Let but the youthful Part of my 
female Readers peruſe the following 


Sheets without Prejudice, and intent 


upon profiting thereby, if they fairly 
may; and I will be reſponſible for their 
good Effect; for I can aſſure them, 


nothing therein repreſented, exceeds the 


real Facts; nor are they ſo extraordi- 
nary, as not to be ſuſpected for the 
Lot, of whomſoever may give Way to 


ſimilar deluſions. 


Hoping therefore, that the full Be- 
nefit I purpoſe from exhibiting the fol- 
lowing Correſpondence may ever at- 
tend the Publication, 


T am, the Reader's 
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r EKM Father, Mark Rawlins, 
M was a beneficed Clergy- 
1 man in the Weſt-ridin 
59. r of Yorkſhire, where by 
Living was ſo inconſiderable, as 
(with what little he could pick up 
by Gardening at Home, upon a 
Vor. JI. = 
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by ſome Days in each Week, 
overſeeing the like Employ for a 
neighbouring Gentleman, the 
Eſquire of our little Village) to 
afford but a very ſcanty Proviſion 


* —— — mmm 
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x\ Wife, two Sons, and three 
Daughters, of whom I was the 
youngeſt. 


r 


well-meaning Woman, one, who 
in early Life, had been taken in as 
a Companion to Mrs. Robinſon, 
our 'Squire's Lady, when ſhe was 
ſingle, and had continued with 
her, till her Marriage with my 
Father; neither did Mrs. Robinſon: 
in the leaſt abate her Regard for 
her afterwards ; nor was ſhe ever 
better pleaſed, than when ſhe 
could engage my Mother at her 

Houſe. 
Tho' I have juſt ſaid that my Fa- 
"ther hid the Management of Mr. 
Robin- 
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1 ſmall Spot of Glebe he had, and 


for his Family; which conſiſted of 


My Mother was a very plain 
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Robinſon's Garden, and to that have 


attributed part of his Subſiſtance; 
I would not have it ſo underſtood, 
that my Father was an hired 
Labourer, and under a ſtated Pay ; 
but he having ſtudied the Theory 
of Gardening in general, and 
from his Youth upwards, exer- 
ciſed himſelf as much as moſt 
Men, in practical Experiments 
upon Plants, was eſteemed by far, 
the moſt knowing Operator that 
Way, in all the Country; and 
beſt qualified for directing others, 
in the manual Part of that Science ; 
nor was his Pains, beſtowed in 
the 'Squire's Grounds, leſs re- 
warded, than had he laboured 
for a ſtipulated Pay; but much 
more ſo, from the frequent Do- 
nations he received on that 
Score. | 5 

Mrs. Robinſon had been my 
Godmother, and having no Chil- 
dren of her own, about the 
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4 The HISTORY of | 


Time of my ſeventh. Year, con- 
deſcended to take. me home to 
her; where ſhe clothed me, and 
becoming exceeding fond of me, 
ſhewed equal Regard to my Edu- 
cation, as if I had been her own 
Child ; by which Means, I had 
an Opportunity of behaving my- 
ſelf in every Reſpect, as if I 
had been born to a good For- 
tune, and infinitely - beyond what 
my Parents could afford for their 
other Children ; nay, ſuch a Fa- 
vourite was I eſteemed, both b 
Mr. Robinſon and his Lady, as I 
grew up, that it was on all 
Hands agreed I ſhould be their 
Heir. | 
I was not much turned of ſix- 
teen, but was tall for my Age, 
when having made a Trip into 
Lancaſhire with my Patrons, for a 
Month, upon a Viſit to > Relafion | 
of Mrs. Robinſon's, a young Gentle- 
man of that Country fell in love 
with 
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muſt be wholly 


Lavinia RAwLiINs 5 


with me. He was but juſt come 
of age, and had newly taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a paternal Eſtate of fif- 
teen hundred Pounds a-year, which 
all lay ſurrounding an old, but 
elegant Manſion, having for ſome 
Generations been the Family-Seat 
of his Anceſtors; and fo eager was 
he in the Purſuit of me, that after 


a Diſplay of the moſt polite Be- 


haviour imaginable to me, in pub- 


lic, at length gaining an Oppor- 


tunity of half an Hour in private, 
he made me a Tender of Marriage, 


as the next Morning, uncondi- 


tionally, meerly to avoid the te- 
dious Ceremony of an Application 


to Mr. Robinſon, (J having told 


him, that whatever Fortune any 
Huſband could expect with me, 
dependant upon 


his Pleaſure) for he inſiſted, that 


his own Eſtate being an awple 


Proviſion for us, he ſhould ground 
no Expectations upon Mr. Robin- 
| B 5 Jan's 


ſon's Generoſity, equivalent to the 


6 The His Tory of 


Delay ſuch a Procedure muſt ne- 
ceſſarily occaſion to his Deſires ; 
and ftill preſſed me to a Conſum- 


mation out of Hand. 


The many Favours I had re- 


ceived from Mr. Robinſon and 


his Lady, and the Concern they 
had ever expreſſed for my Wel- 
fare, would by no means permit 


me to engage for the Diſpoſition 
of my Perſon, unknown to them; 


nor could any of my Lover's 
Rhetorick prevail againſt the 
Duty I owed to them: For 1 


alledged, they were to me as Pa- 
rents, and wiſhing me to the 


full as well, I could never con- 
ſent to ſo material a Tranſaction 
as that of Marriage, without their 
Concurrence and Approbation. \ 

When Mr. W:llughby, (for 
that was the young Gentlemans 
Name) perceived me to be fixed 
in that Reſolution, and that it 
| ; would 


Lavinia RAWLINS. 7 
would be impoſſible for him to 
overcome it, he made his Ap- 
plication to Mr. Robinſon, for his 
Conſent to make me his Wife; 


but met with a more violent Re- 


pulſe, than I muſt own, I could 


well have imagined he would; 


nay, that he might have no fur- 
ther Opportunity of Converſation 
with me, though Mr. Robinſon 
had but juſt before purpoſed our 


A Stay for another Week, he ordered 


his Coach for the next Morning, 
and taking Leave of his Relations, 
we returned home. | 

I preſume, my Caſe was 
not peculiar, nor myſelf the 
enly young Woman, who, hav- 
ing ſurrendered her Heart to 
the Call of her firſt Admirer, 


could not at the Nod of a By- 


ſtander, pleaſurably, recall it 


again; for there is that Prejudice 
implanted in the Virgin Heart, 
833 B 4 in 
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8 The HISTORY of 


in Favour of the Suitor who. 


firſt diſtinguiſhes her from the 
Herd of Females, for the Mark 


of his Aﬀection, which no little 


Struggling can efface. 
I muſt confeſs, I retreated 
under a Set of the moſt melan- 


choly Reffections I had ever 


harboured for my whole Life 


before; the Offer made me by 


Mr. Wilkughby, being ſo far above 
all that my warmeſt Wiſhes could 
have prompted me to expect, that 
I even deſpaired of ever meeting 
with the like again; and as, when 
the Mind is diſtreſſed to any ſe- 
vere Degree, it ſoon: ſhades over 
the Countenance with the dark 


| Outlines of its Diſcompoſure ; fo 


2 Mr. Robinſon and his Lady 
took notice, how more than uſually 
dull I appeared; and ſhe, took 


upon her. to demand the Reaſon 
of it. 


I 
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Lavinia RAWLINS. 9 


I bluſhed at her Requeſt, wiſh- 
ing from my Soul, I had been 
releaſed from the Coach, that I 
might but have gained an Oppor- 
tunity for indulging over my 
Griefs in private. I could ſcarce 
reſtrain the Tears from guſhing 


forth at the Apprehenſion of what 
they thought of me, and of the 


Woes which were {till to ſucceed : 

When Mr. Robinſon anſwered, my 
dear Lavy (for my Name being 
Lavinia they always called me ſo) 
has left her Sweet-heart behind 
her ; but ſhe 1s a good Girl, nor 
ſhall it be long before ſhe is pro- 
vided of another, I can promiſe 
her; I have had him for ſome 
time in my Eye for her, and III 


tell thee, Lavy, ſaid he, turning 
to me, who he is. You know 
my Nephew Charles, Child, he 
will have a better Eſtate than Mr. 
* Willoughby at the Death of his 
Father, whoſe Infirmities WII! 
3 3 ſoon 
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ſoon oblige him to ſurrender it. 
Now as I with you as well as my 
own Child, and as he muſt na- 
turally be my Heir, by taking 
him for your Huſband, you will 
then bob be my Heirs, and 
Have the whole. Family * Eſtate : 
For as I am unwilling, for thy 
Sake ſolely, to prejudice my Ne- 
phew, or thee, for his; ſo by 
giving him his Option of my 
Eſtate with you, and you of his 
Father's Eſtate with him, I fhall 
not only anſwer my own Views 
in you both, but likewiſe the 
Call of Juſtice. 

Mrs. Robinſon, who had never 
before been let into this Scheme, 
ſeemed highly to approve it : For 
Mr. Charles was no mean Favou- 
rite of her's, or indeed, any leſs 


than J was; and certain I am, 


ſhe wiſhed me equally happy, as 


if I had been her own Daughter; 


but I was told, that Mr. Charles 
muſt 
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Lavinia RAWLINS. 11 
muſt perfect his Studies, before 
he could have Thoughts for Ma- 
trimony; and that indeed, it 


would be Time enough ſome 


Years hence, for either of us to 
engage in a State of ſuch Solli- 
citude. | 

I muſt own, I could not ſo 
readily accord to their Sentiments, 
having no leſs a Notion of a good 
Settlement in Life, than Mrs. 


Robinſon herſelf. As to the Fi- 


gure I might have made in that 


Station, Time only would have 
proclaimed my Actions immeri- 
torious, or deſerving of the Rank 
of Mr. Villougbby's Lady; and as 
for any Thing elſe, I took myſelf 
for the beſt Judge of my own 


Qualifications. 
Mr. Rob:nſen having now dil- - 


covered his Intentions to me, we 


frequently ſpoke of the Match 
between me and Mr. Charles as 
a Certainty, only waiting * 
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12 The HISTORY of 
for the legal Conſummation ; but 
yet it colt me no few penfive 
Thoughts, when I reflected on 
the diſintereſted Views of Mr. 
Willoughby, and, but for the Impu- 
tation of undutifulneſs to my Pa- 
trons, I would rather have yielded 
myſelf to the Arms of my firſt 
Lover, with barely a Sufficiency to 
have preſerved us from mere Want, 
than to thoſe of Mr. Charles, or 
any other Man, in the Poſſeſſion 
of a Principality; but the Dread of 
offending my gracious Benefactors 
ſtill prevailed for my Submiſſion to 
their Diſpoſition of me. 

The Time had now lingered on 
for about five Weeks, when that 
dear Man Mr. W:/loughby, unable 
longer to tolerate my Abſence, ar- 
rived at Mr. Robinſon's, to renew 
his Suit to him on my Behalf. 
I ſaw him alight at the Gate, as 
I was fitting at Work at my 
Chamber-Window, from whence 
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Lavinia RAWLINS. 13 
my Eyes followed him into the 
Houſe. My Heart would have 
hurried me down to him; but 


. hoping I might ſoon be ſent for, 
— I flew to my Drawers, and ſnatch- 
1 ing thence ſuch Things as might 
4 place me in the moſt agreeable 
{t Light before him, I had prepared 
to myſelf in a Trice for the Sum- 


it, 9 mons. | HE 
or ] had waited near two Hours 
on under this Expectation, and in- 
of * deed, grew the more eaſy at the 
Protraction of the Time, in Hopes, 
that the dear Man had brought 
Mr. Robinſon to ſome Capitulation, 
and that they were then digeſting 
the Treaty, before it was to be 
notified to me; but after the Jo 
I had conceived from theſe vain 
Ideas, when I faw Mr. Willoughby 
take Horſe again, and depart with- 


„as cout the leaſt Sight of, or Confe- 
my rence with me, I verily thought 
nce | 1 ſhould have gone diſtracted; as 
= 5 it 
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14 The HISTORY 
it was then near Dinner- time, and 
I expected every Minute to be 
called down to it, the Dread of 
diſcovering my Inquietude to the 
Obſervation of my Patrons, gave 
a Check to that Sorrow, I could 
with Eagerneſs have diſcharged in 
2 Deluge of Weeping; though I 
ſurvived, but upon the Proſpect 
of indulging myſelf in it, fo ſoon 
as I ſhould be obſcured from the 
Family-Eye again. 

Neither Mr. Robinſon nor his 
Lady, had the leaſt Suſpicion of 
my Knowledge of Mr. Willougb- 

_ by's Viſit, or ever intended they 
to have mentioned it to me ; but 
felf Conſciouſneſs, 'ſupplying the 

Place of an hundred Witnefſes, 

though I ſtrove to the beſt of my 
Capacity to ſcreen my Anxiety 
from their Obſervation, it was 
ſoon too viſible, to admit in them, 
the leaſt Heſitation, that fome- 
what ſat heavily on my Mind; 
which 
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Embers of my Paſlion, 


LAvinia RAWLINS. 


which they no ſooner ſuſpected, 
than the uſual Queſtion fol owed, 
of what 2 me ſo dull to 
Day ? 

1 could have ſmothered the 
whilſt I 
might have been permitted the 
Retention of it in my own Breaſt; 
nor, had they burnt me to Atoms, 
would I have given them vent, 
voluntarily; but when the Cauſe 
of my Perturbation: was inquired 


« 


into, and my Spirits ſet on a 


Ferment, I could not, to have 
gained the World, kane. made an 
unruffled Anſwer to their Demand ; 
for the Over-charge of my Heart, 
burſting forth at my Eyes, I fell 
into ſuch an Agony of crying, as 
greatly diſtreſſed them both to 
behold me in; nor had I the Power 


to reſiſt it but for a Moment, to 


hearken to the Indulgence of their 
Expreſſions to me. wY 
Mr. 
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Mr. Robinſon, little doubting 
the Occaſion of my Tears, and 
ſuſpecting, that in his Preſence, 
I could not ſo readily diſcloſe my 
Sentiments, as to his Lady alone, 


left the Room; when that dear 


Woman, under little leſs Torture 
than myſelf, taking me in her 


Arms, and almoſt drowning me . 7 


in her Tears and Careſſes; my 


deareſt Lavy, ſaid the, why will 9 


you rack me thus by your Uneaſi- 
neſs, without aſſigning the leaſt 
Cauſe for it? Speak | dear Child! 
ſaid ſhe, ſpeak your Mind freely 
to me, and whatever my Power 
can extend to, ſhall be adminiſtred 
to your Comfort. Dry up your 
Tears, Child, look upon me, 
added ſhe, as your beſt of Wil- 


lers; in Tenderneſs, a Mother; 
in Council, a Friend; and in your 


— 0 State, a Protector. 


Speak | 1 ſay, and let my dear 
Girl 


Lavinia RAwWLINS. 17 


> Girl pour out all her Woes into : 
my Boſom. 


The Gentleneſs, 0 * 


4 dear Lady treated me, would 
have left me inexcuſable, had I 
not yielded to her .Importunities : 


So that recolleQing myſelf a little, 
and as much as poſſible, diſſipat- 


ing my Confuſion ; I firſt intreated 
bi her own and Mr. Robinſon's Par- 
don, for the Exceſs of my Be- 


. hariour before them, and then 
excuſed it as well as I could, from 


"I 


j my Inability to have acted other- 


wiſe: For Ol my dear Madam 
ſaid I, had but your own Soul 


been as loaded as mine, you muſt 
. have diſcharged it in the ſame 
F Manner. It is not Obſtinacy; it 

is not by Way of Oppoſition; it 


ee not from Unwillingneſs 


to comply with every Precept of 


yours and Mr. Robinſon's, that 


3 | afflicts me thus; but, dear Madam! 


that 


— — Lt 2 * 
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but why, when ſo near me, in 
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that has diſpirited me to ſuch a 


Degree, as muſt break my Heart 
in the Concluſion. | 

My dear Lavy! Why all this 
Preface? ſaid Mrs. Robinſon, tell 


me what diſtreſſes you? Anſwer 


me fincerely, have you ſeen any 
body here to Day whom you did 
not expect? I have not, replied I. 
Then tell me, ſaid ſhe, the Cauſe » 


of your Diſcompoſure. Madam! 


faid I, I have ſeen Mr. Willoughby 
here to Day, it is moſt certain; 
but far be it from my Conſcience 
to ſay, that I expected him not. 
Is it poſſible? Madam, that one 
can love, intenſely love, and not 
attempt to gratify it ? That Mr. 


Willoughby loves me, and that in- 1 
tenſely too, I have no Difficulty : 


to believe; then could I conceive. 


he would never ſeek after me? 


the very Houſe with me, and for 
Hours too, he ſhould quit it again 


with- 
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1 without a Sight of me, torments 
me to unravel. 


* My deareſt Child! faid Mrs. Ro- 
© binſon, you well know how much 
more beneficially Mr. Robinſon pur- 
© poſes to diſpoſe of you; and tho 
Mr. Willoughby may have, and 1 
doubt not has a Value for you, yet 
a a young Woman of your Age is 
not to give Ear to every Pretence 
of Love from whomſoever may 
offer it. It is enough that you are 


certain of being moſt elegantly pro- 


vided for in Life by Mr. Robinſon's 
Means; and ſince he is pleaſed to 
- intereſt himſelf fo far as to procure 
you as ample a future Eftabliſh- 


ment, as a Lady with twenty thou- 


; ſand Pounds to her Fortune hath 
a Right to claim; the leaſt you 


can do on your Part is, moſt cheer- 
fully to condeſcend to his Nomi- 


nation of the Perſon, He is a 
7 young Gentleman no ways excep- 
tionable, but rather ſuch an one as 


ur” | 
1 
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20 The HISTORY of 1 
no young Lady upon Earth can 2 
take Shame to herſelf at calling 
Huſband ; wherefore my Dear, let 
Mr. Robinſon have no more Diffi- 
culty in this Affair; for I perceive 
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: it gives him no little Uneaſineſs ; 
| take Care then how you make a 


Foe of the beſt Friend you have in 
the World, Child! ; 
I begged her Pardon, for having 
created any the leaſt Diſturbance to 
Mr. Robinſon ; and aſſuring her, 
that neither he or ſhe ſhould have 
ö a future Occaſion for condemning 
1 my Conduct, in diſſenting to what- 
„ ever they ſhould determine, ſhe 
* ſeemed thoroughly pacified; and! 
believe ſhe repreſented me to Mr. 
1 Robinſon in the moſt favourable : 
Light; for that he never once took : 
1 farther Notice to me of the Paſſages 
of that Day, and all ſeemed intireliy 
made up again; but it was impoſ- 
1 ſible for me to depart from my 
ll | Thoughts of Mr. Willoughby, every » 
of 
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3 Lavinia RAWLINS. 21 
of whoſe Sentences in my Favour, 
ſounded daily as ſenſibly in my 
ns Mind, as his Speech, being pre- 


ſent, would have penetrated my 


ffi- auditory Faculties. As for him, I 
ve Vas ſure he loved me; but for 
is; Mr. Charles, whether he did, or 
ea might ever be ſo induced to do, 


in was to me a Matter of much Que- 

ion ; but ſubmit I muſt, for my 
ing ſo abſolute Dependance upon Mr. 
> to Robinſon forbad my diſputing his 
er, Commands, ſince I was to be en- 
ave riched at his Pleaſure, however 
ing cContradictory to my own. Theſe, 
I would think were hard Lines, 
ſhe whenever I could ſteal a Moment 
d 1 to myſelf, for Reflection. 

It was ſcarce ſix Months after 
this, before I heard. of Mr. Wil- 
ook TJoughby's Marriage to a young Lady 
ages with a Fortune of ten thouſand 
4 Pounds. I muſt acknowledge my 
4 ffection was {till ſo lively, as not 

to 
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to have relinquiſhed all Hopes that 4 
ſomewhat might ſtill have ſtarted 


in my Favour, whereby my own 
Union with him might not have 
proved wholly diſagreeable to my 


Patrons ; but now his actual Mar- 
riage to another proved ſuch a Rub 
in my Way as was never to be ſur-⸗ 


mounted. 
It now became ſo much my own 


Intereſt to cloſe in with Mr. Charles, 


that my whole Force was exerciſed 
in expelling Mr. Willoughby from 
my Mind. What I might have 
been, it was too late then to feed 
my tortured Fancy upon, when 


what I was to be hereafter, claimed 


my whole Attention ; and as what 


was paſſed was alſo paſt Recal, ſo 
I joined in with my moſt ſeeming 


Concurrence, to ſuch Meaſures as 


Mr. Robinſon had propoſed to me. 


Neither Mr. Robinſon or his Lady 
were much turned of forty ; but 
having been ſeventeen Years mar- 

ried 
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tied without having any Children, 
they had now given over all Man- 
n Her of Expectation of that Bleſ- 
„e ling, and being both of robuſt 
y Conſtitutions, expected no leſs than 
r- to arrive at an hearty old Age 
b together; but Mrs. Robinſon tak- 
-- ing Cold one Night after danc- 
ing, and neglecting the neceſſary 
n Precautions for its Removal, a Fe- 
, Yer enſued, which in a few Days 
d Carried her off. 
m What a fatal Stroke would this 
ve have proved to me? nay, I ſhould 
ed ſcarce have ſupported myſelf under 
en It, had not Mr. Robinſon, from the 
ed Inſtant of his Lady's Death, received 
at 25 ſtill more deeply into his Affec- 
ſo fon; for he was now become ſo fond 
ng of me, that it was even painful to him 
az to have me out of his Sight; nor 
. was the leaſt thing directed in the 
dy Family to his Liking, but what paſ- 
ut Ted under my Sanction. He never 
Viſited without me, and I received 


” all 
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all his Company at Home, having in 
every Reſpect equal Authority with * 
his late Lady; being not only Mi- 

ſtreſs of his Family, but of his 
Purſe too; and fave only that we 
kept ſeparate Beds and Appart. 
ments, I was no ways to have 
been diſtinguiſhed from his Wife: 
So that my Condition being, if poſ- 
üble, more felicitous than in Mrs. 

. Robinſon's Life-time, the Thoughts 

of her were too ſoon worn out of 

my Remembrance. + 

His Lady dying in the Autumn, 5 
Mr. Robinſon propoſed ſpending his 8 
Winter at York, that by the Con- 
fluence of Company in that City, , 
he might divert his Reflections 7 
from his Lady. He took me with f 

him, dreſſed me much more ele- 
r 
1 
Cc 
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gantly than uſual, and we fre- 1 
quented all Companies together; 
he ever ſtileing me his Daughter, 4 
and Heir, inſomuch, that my con- 
ſtant Appearance as ſuch, ſoon in- 
fluenced K. 
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h } fluenced my own Heart to conceive 
i- of myſelf, as well as the beſt of 
them; but yet a certain Meekneſs 
of Diſpoſition which had ever been 
natural to me, reſtrained me from 
Ve. many Flights, which accompany 
e: Girls of a more vivacious Flow of 
l - Spirits at my Years, under the un- 
rs. Jimited Conduct of their own 
ats Wills: Tho' had I been otherwiſe 
of diſpoſed, yet Mr. Robinſon was ſo 
blind to all the Failings that might 
an, be in me, that whatever I had 
his done would have pleaſed him. 
on- We returned home, after a Sta 


ity, pf about four Months ; from which 


ons Time, tho I could by no Means 
vin diſcover a Reaſon for it then, Mr. 
ele- 


Robinſon, to my thinking, behaved 
more reſervedly to me than at any 
Time ſince his Lady's Death. He 


ter, Coveted to be more alone than was 
con- guſtomary, nor delighted he fo 
) 1N- 


much in my Society as he had 


nced. teen uſed to do; ſaid but little, 
1 9 Vor. L C had 
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had left off his jocoſe Way of ac- 


coſting me, and in ſhort, took 
daily leſs and leſs Notice, either 
of myſelf, or any other Thing re- 
lative to the Family; inſomuch, 
that could I have expected a Con- 
tinuance of it, the Alteration was 


ſo diſagreeable it would have broke 


my Heart; but taking it only for 


a temporary Evil, I bore up pretty 


patiently under it, till at the End 


of three Weeks from our Return, 
he ordered out the Chariot, 


and was abſent from me four 


Days. 


ouſly, nor did his Return miniſter 


the leaſt Relief to my Perplexity : 


for whenever I forced Speech to 
him, or would have behaved as 
formerly, he ſeemed under Pain till 


he had avoided me; and about 2 


Fortnight after I loſt him again for 


lived 


This was ſo unprecedented a 
Thing that it dejected me prodigi- 


ſome Days. In this Manner we 
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lived near three Months; when 
upon his Return Home, after ſome 
Pays Abſence, late in the Even 


N, 4 Chamber, without either aſking 
N- for, or ſeeing me; and the next 
as Morning he ſent for me to come 
for I muſt ſay, that after what had 
tty paſſed I approached him not with- 
nd out ſome Trembling; and was 
rn, about to have delivered myſelf in 
ot, ſomewhat of a ſtudied Speech, for 


our diſcovering the Occaſion of his Dif- 


content, when he prevented me 
| 2 by a Demand of all the Keys he 


igl- had intruſted me with, and an Ac- 


{ter i count how his Caſh had been diſ- 
ity: poſed of. I then expected he had 
1 to ſome Suſpicion of my having de- 
1 as frauded him, or at leaſt that J had 
a till been too liberal of his Money; but 
ut 2 I had been inſtructed from my 


7 ing, he proceeded directly to his 
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28 The HisTory of 
burſed, I had my Accounts ready 


to a Farthing, and was under no 


Difficulty of clearing myſelf from 


the Imputation of- Fraud ; but be- 


fore I could form a Reply, he told 
me, he was about to make Altera- 
tions in his Houſhold, and that in- 
tending as the next Week, to in- 
troduce a Miſtreſs to his Family, 
he would have me collect my little 
Matters together and return to my 


Father's. 5 


A Piſtol-Shot, diſcharged into 
my Brain, could not have levelled 
me with the Earth more expediti- 
ouſly than that undoing Sentence; 
for ſcarce had it fully ſounded in 
my Ears before I fell, extended 
like a lifeleſs Corps, and happy had 
I been, as I often after thought, 
had I then acted the Reality. 

Mr. Robinſon, who from the prior 
Regard he had borne me, could 
not ſhake of the Relicks of his Af- * 
tection ſo ſuddenly, was ſtruck to 

. the 
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> done for me that was 


7 Which 
7 Length I recovered ; but never was 
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the Heart with Concern at my 
Condition. He called the Ser- 
vants about him, and committing 
me to their Care, ordered all to be 
poſſible ; 
proved ſo effectual, that at 


fo happy as to ſee him more while 
I ſtayed in his Family: For avoid- 


ing me all that Day, he ſent me 


Word the next Morhing, that the 
Chariot would be ready at Eleven 
o Clock to convey me to my Fa- 
ther's. 
It was the Chambermaid who 
delivered the Meſſage, which had 


very near occaſioned a Relapſe, but 
1 rouzing up my Courage, I in- 


treated her to return to Mr. Nobin- 


I ſon, and to beg my Permiſſion for 


taking my Leave of him, that 1 
might render him due Thanks for 


all his paſt Favours before I went. 


4 She did ſo; and informed me, that 


C 3 hav- 
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having communicated my Requeſt 
to him, he was in ſuch a Commo- 


tion, that turning from her, he 
wept like a Child, nor could he an- 


{wer her for ſome Time; and 
when he did, it was with his Back 
towards her, and only to tell her 
he ſhould ſee me no more. | 
_ Having made this unſucceſsful 

Effort, I, by the Maid, returned 
him Thanks for all his paſt Kind- 
neſſes; and aſſured him, that, my 
Prayers ſhould ever be for his Pro- 


ſperity: Then reſolving not to 
make uſe of the Chariot, I bundled 
up my Clothes and Linen in two 


Parcels, and with one under each 
Arm, made the beſt of my Way to 


my poor Father's; but ſuch a Meet- 
Ing as we had, can never be forgot- 


ten by me. 1 clapt my Bundles 
upon the Table, juſt kiſſed my Fa- 
ther, and being too heart-ful for 
r of my Complaint, fell 

| back 
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that ſhould have driven me from a 
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back into a Chair behind me, and 
was fainting away again. 


My poor Father. not knowing 
what to make of me, but ſeein 
my Clothes upon the Table, fuk 
pected no leſs than my having been 
of ſome enormous Crime, 


Family who had taken ſuch Delight 
in me; for after ſuch Expreſſions 
of Tenderneſs as they had ever uſed 


to me, what leſs could he ſurmiſe 


(as he thought) could have given 


room- for ſo ſudden an Expulſion? 
However, he refrained from Re- 
proaches, till I was recovered for 
reſponding to ſuch Queſtions as he 
purpoſed to demand of me. This 


- ſoon happening, he then began to 


- queſtion me, as to what I had 
been guilty of, that ſhould have 
irritated Mr. Robinſon ſo much 


| * againſt me as to have expelled me 
his Family? for that, he ſaid, he 
- preſumed to be the Caſe, from the 


C 4 Inci- 


32 The His Tory of. 
Incident then before him ; that no 
trivial Offence would have moved 
him to it, he. was moſt certain; 
and charged me to declare the 
whole Truth to him, without the 
leaſt Palliation, that he — if 


poſſible, mitigate Mr. Robinſon's 


Anger, and get me reinſtated. 

My deareſt Father, replied T, 
your unjuſt Cenſures operate with 
more Severity upon my Mind, than 
all the Unkindneſſes of Mr. Robin- 

fon. Is there no Poſſibility of being 
driven from once a generous Bene- 
factor, but from ſome criminal 
Cauſe of one's own? If there is 
not, I muſt be guilty ; but if there 
is, as I have ever been ſtudiouſly 
cautious of giving Offence to him 
or you, by the Unblamableneſs of 
my Conduct hitherto, why muſt 
ſomewhat culpable attributable to 
me, take the firſt Stand in your 


Imagination ? why form you no | 
Conjectures of Mr. Robinſon as well 
1 as 
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as of me? Is it impoſſible for him 


to err? but as I am now able to 


utter myſelf, know Sir, that till 
Yeſterday, I had not the leaſt Con- 
ception of this Rejection. I then 
told him all that had happened, 
affirming it for Truth ; and this he 
imbibed fo advantageouſly for me, 


that he for a long Time wept over 


me moſt tenderly ; ſaid it was the 
Lord's Will, and muſt be borne 
with by us. 7 

My Father went into Mr. Robin- 


ſon's Garden the next Morning as 


uſual, in Hopes of an Opportunity 
of ſome Converſation with him on 
my Behalf; but ſhameful of what 
he had done, nor chuſing to con- 
front my Father, upon obſerving 
him there from one of the Win- 
dows, he ſent his Footman to in- 
form him, that having hired a 
very expert Gardiner, he would 
not have my Father further trouble 


; himſelf to appear there. 


TT —- 
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The poor old Man was fo 
abaſhed at the Receipt of this Meſ- 
ſage from the Mouth of a Servant, 


that turning from the Fellow, 
without a Word of Reply, he 


quitted the Garden, and walked 


home again, aſhamed even to de- 
clare himſelf to me, to have been 


the Object of ſo contemptuous a 


Meſſage; nor could I for a long 


Time, draw from him the Cauſe 


of his Chagrin, till after repeating 
my Requeſt. Alas ! my Child, ſaid 
he, we are both fallen under the 
Frowns of Fortune. My Income, 
thou knoweſt how ſmall it is; 
even beneath that of a Day-la- 
bourer ; and my Extra-ſupport is 
now baniſhed ; but ftill, Lavy, 
added he, the ſame Hand which 
raiſed the Sheep, the Ox, to tread 
the Paſtures, and in Return to 
yield their Fleſh and Fleeces for 
the Service of Man, raiſed alſo the 
Corn, to feed both them and us, 


and 
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and by his Liberality in the In- 


_ creaſe of this, hath rendered it at- 


tainable by almoſt all his Crea- 
tures; from thoſe to this then, 
muſt we deſcend, my dear Child; 

our Maker formed us not to ſtarve 


us, and he will {till preſerve us, 
| tho it be on Bread alone. 


The old Gentleman wept ſo as 
almoſt to have ſplit my Heart to 
ſee him; he recommended Con- 
tent to me in every Condition; be 
ſober, be virtuous, be honeſt. be 
chaſte, ſaid he, and ſooner or later, 
Providence will reward you amply 
for it. 

My Mother had been dead ſome 
Years, and my Brothers and Siſters 
were all out at Service, in different 
Parts of the Kingdom. My poor 
Father (having no other Compa- 
nion with him than a poor elderly 
Woman, who for the Sake of her 
Subliſtence, performed all the little 
Offices of his a. hearing me 

4 talk 


36 The HISTORY of 

talk of going to Service too, that 1 
might not become an inſupportable 
Burden to him, aſſured me, that as 
I had received my Education hi- 
therto in a gentlewomanlike Man- 
ner, if I would lay my Hand to his 
Affairs, and act therein as his 
Houſekeeper, I ſhould never leave 
him, provided I could ſubmit to 
his Manner of Living; for he de- 
fired me not, he faid, to act the | 


Part of a laborious Servant: but 


that of an houſwifely Miſtreſs. 3 
My Father, then parting with | 
his old Woman, we lived together 
almoſt two Years, in all the good 
Harmony imaginable ; tho' m 
Thoughts could not be wholly re- 
ſtrained from divers Excurfions to 
my former Way of Life, and from 
forming Compariſons, between the | 
preſent State of my Affairs, and 
what Mr. Willoughby's Love, had | 
I encouraged it, would have intro- | 
duced me to; but After-thought | 
Was 
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was uſeleſs; I was now- pinned 
down to the Station I muſt live 
and die in, and therewith I was 
reſolved to be content. 


There . was a Widow-Gentle- 


woman, a near Neighbour of ours, 


who, with one Daughter and a 
Niece, both much about my Age, 
lived very retired, upon a ſmall In- 
come which was to continue for 
her Life only; with theſe two 
young Ladies, I formed a moſt pe- 
peculiar Intimacy, inſomuch that 
either they were at my Fathers, or 
I with them daily, where we ſpent 
moſt of our Time in reading, by 
Turns, to each other, after the ne- 


ceſſary Labours of our ſeveral Fa- 


milies were performed : for as I 


for my Father, they for their Mo- 


ther and Aunt, went through the 


| Whole of the houſhold Affairs. 


Frequency of Intercourſe, and 


Similitude of Circumſtances, had 
knit us into ſo ſacred an Alliance, 


that 
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that no Sort of Privacy could con- 
fine itſelf to the Breaſt of either 
of us, as incommunicable to the 
whole Siſterhood; neither did they 
condemn me for ſo implicitly de- 
pending on Mr. Robinſon's Friend- 
ſhip, as to have declined the gene- 
rous Offer Mr. Willoughby had 
made me, when by an Attachment 
of myſelf to him, I might have 
gained, in Certainty, ſo noble a 
Settlement in Life, as few young 
Ladies of Fortune could prudently 
have refuſed ; whereas, whatever I 
could have expected from Mr. Ro- 
binſon, being to commence in Fu- 
ture, could at the very beſt, but 
prove precarious; and indeed, I 
muſt ſay, that my Condeſcenſion 
to the Will of my Patron, had al- 
moſt daily coſt me ſome Tears. 
We had ſcarce lived thus hap- 
pily together for two Years, before 
Mrs. Morris (that being the Name 
of the — J have mentioned) 


dying 
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dying, my two Companions, Miſs 
Sally her Daughter, and Miſs Gatty 
Coningſby her Neice, were both 
under the moſt diſmal Apprehen- 
ſions for their future Support; and 
frequently conſulting thereon with 
me and my Father, the moſt we 
could reſolve theſe Proſpects into, 
was a Service in ſome ſober Fa- 
milies. 

As Mrs. Morris had been obliged 
to live to the full Extent of, or 
even beyond her Income, to main- 
tain them, it was not to be ex- 
pected ſhe ſhould leave any thing 
behind her, nor indeed did ſhe, 
fave a ſmall Parcel of old and worn 
out Furniture, of but very incon- 
ſiderable Value, and ſome mean 
wearing Apparel ; moſt of which, 


the young Ladies having diſpoſed 


of, my Father, for my Sake, took 
them under his Roof for-a few 
Weeks, till they could otherwiſe 
diſpoſe of themſelves, to Advantage. 
| . 


go The His Tory of 
Their future Behaviour in Life 
being our daily Topic, and no 
Places offering in the Country, they 
at laſt came to a Reſolution, with 
about fifteen Pounds a piece in 
their Pockets, and a ſmall Change 
of Clothes, of making the Tour of 
London, in Search of Places, under 
a Certificate of my Father's, of their 
Education, Family, and Behaviour - 
in his Pariſh, from their Infancies 
to that Time ; and this was all the 
Recommendation they had to de- 
pend upon for their good Reception 
in Town; not having, to their 
Knowledge, a fingle Relation, or 
even an Acquaintance there. Now 
as this Journey had afforded us 
Matter of Diſcourſe ſo long before 
it happened, ſo we entered into 
the moſt ſolemn Engagement ne- 
ver to omit any good Turn, in the 
Power of either, to perform for the 
other, let what would happen to 
us; but by a conſtant Correſpon- 
dence 
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dence by Letter between us, to in- 
form each other of every the mi- 


nuteſt Turn our Affairs ſhould 
take; and having thus mutually 


agreed, entering the Waggon for 


their Journey, we were parted. 
I bore up tollerably well under 


the Adjuſtment of their Reſolution 
for this Journey, eſteeming myſelf 


happy in the poor Habitation of 
my Father, which ſtill afforded me 


a Support, tho' much inferior to 


what a good Place would have 


done; but then, the being Miſtreſs 


of myſelf, and of my own Time, 
proved a Counterbalance to almoſt 
every other Inconveniency. 

I had ever thought my Lot 
ſufficiently happy, till the Depar- 
ture of my two Friends; but no 


ſooner were their Backs turned 


upon me, and all Proſpect of fu- 
ture Conſolement with them was 


vaniſhed, than ſinking into a moſt 


deſponding Way, I grew _— 
ks E 
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_ diſtracted at the Reflection of my 


paſt Diſappointments. 

Why, would I ſay to myſelf, 
have I thus been made the Sport 
of Fortune ? The Humility of. my 
Mind, was originally, but correſ- 
pondent with my Parentage, nor 


had I engaged in Servitude under 


more Regret than my Brothers and 
Siſters have already done, who are 


all happy in that Condition. Why 


then was I alone ſelected for a 
Lady ? Why foſtered up in a De- 
gree it muſt never be my Portion 
to attain to? Why laid Mr. V 
houghby that glorious Scene before 
my View? and why was I diverted 


from it, under a Proſpect of more 
apparent Grandeur? Was it but to 


raiſe my Hopes to the ſublimeſt 


Pitch, that the Fall might be more 
terrifying to me? Am I marked 


out from the whole Race of Wo- 


mankind, for all the keeneſt Darts 


of Fate to fix on? Alas! it muſt 
. ; be 
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be ſo, being now both hopeleſs, 
| helpleſs, and friendleſs. 9 

It was not much above a Fort- 
night after my two dear Compa- 
nions had left Vor ꝶſbire, before I 
received a Letter from them. I ſay 
it was from them, becauſe tho 
wrote but by Sally, it gave me an 
equal Account of both. It was as 
follows. 


RSS RES Rf Rs 
SS LETTER L 


MM. Sarah Morris, 70 Mz/s Lavinia 
1 Rawlins, in Yorkſhire. 
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| 0 Deareſ Lavy. 1 

1 O SIN Gatty and I were ſo 
5 melancholy after we parted 

from you, and abounded with ſuch 


— g Apprehenſions, * 
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leaving you behind us, next of 
our Journey, and then how we 
ſhould diſpoſe of ourſelves in ſo 
ſtrange a Place as we feared we 
ſhould find London to be, that 


we were juſt ready to die with 


Horror at the Thought of it, 
for the three firſt Days of our 
Journey ; for having not a Soul 
with us, and ourſelves being each 
ſo diſpirited, we were exerciſed in 
little elſe but crying for the whole 
Time. O! had we been bleſt 
with a third Perſon, of our own 
Sex, to have ſpirited up a Conver- 


fation amongſt us; and had that 


third Perſon been our deareſt 


Lavy, how happy ſhould we have 
thought ourſelves ! 


At Grantham, we took up an 


old Woman, with her Son and 


Daughter. The Boy, was going 


Apprentice to his Uncle, a Car- 


penter in Goodmans-fields, and the 
young Woman, to the ſame Place, 
only 
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only till ſhe ſhould hear of a Ser- 
vice. 


From the Introduction of this 


Set of Gentry to us, our Affairs 


began to wear quite a new Face: 
For having ſome of our own Sex 
to converſe with, we grew more 
lively, and our Time went on 
far leſs heavily, than before, as 
to Silence, with which we had 
hitherto been moſtly tormented, 
there was now no ſuch T bing, 


for the whole Day; unleſs when 


the old Lady happened to nod a 
little: For her retentive Memory 
of paſt Tranſactions, though ever 
diſcharging, was not, in all 


bability, half exhauſted before we 


arrived at our Journey's End, nor 
would ſhe then quit the Waggon, 
though often called to, till ſne had 
finiſhed the current Sto 5 
Having, as ſhe hinted to us, 
been ſuch a notable Lady in her 
Time, her generous Principles 
1 „„ 
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were ſuch, as inſpired her with a 
Readineſs, for communicating the 
whole Fund of her Excellencies 
to others. We had neither Room 
nor Occaſion, for the leaſt Uſe of 
our own Tongues, during any. 
Part of her wakeful Hours. Nay, - 
ſo addicted had ſhe been to the 
Spirit of foretelling, that ſcarce 
any paſt Tranſaction, ſhe ſaid, had 
been accompliſhed, but as ſhe 
had ſaid, or Thought. 

| We were let minutely into the 
Hiſtory of her ſeveral Courtſhips, 
with three different Lovers, who 
were afterwards all her Huſbands, 
and all fince deceaſed; her Number 
of Children, Sons, and Daughters; 
the Times ſhe had at their ſeveral 
Births, and how they were all at 
preſent diſpoſed of ;together with 
the fooliſh Part, Betty, her Daugh- 
ter, our then Fellow-Traveller, 
was about acting, with a Journey- 
man Plaiſterer, if ſhe had not 


- hurried 
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hurried her into the Waggon with 
her, for London: For to be plain, 
ſhe faid, her Daughter would 
otherwiſe have married him. We 
were all ſenſible, ſhe ſaid, that at 
beſt, he could never expect to 
_ riſe higher in Life, than a Maſter 
Plaiſterer, and what was that, 
for ſo fine a young Woman as 
Betty to depend upon? Now, ſhe 
herſelf, had a Siſter, fifty Years 
ago, who only went Servant, to 
London ; and in five Years Time, 
married her Maſter's Son, and 
died the Wife of a topping Grocer 
in Whitechappel; then why might 
not Betty do every whitt as well 
for herſelf, in ſuch a Place as 
London was. 
In ſhort, her Tongue-was never 
ſilent, whilſt the leaſt Breath of 
Wind was ſtirring, to work it; ſo 
that we could only judge of Betty 
by her Looks, for the firſt Day of 
| — Travel with us, but they 
0 
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ſo ſignificant, as to aſſure us, ſhe 
greatly regretted the Loſs of the 

Plaiſterer. > 
The next Day, we mounting 
the Waggon very early, the 
old Lady had talked herſelf 
down before Breakfaſt, and was 
ſnoreing away for a Recruit; and 
now we were entertained by the 
young Cub, her Son, as arch a 
little Raſcal as ever breathed : For 
Betty, ſitting very penſively, and 
dropping now and then a Tear, 
as ſhe thought privately; Dickey, 
for that was the Lad's Name, eye- 
ing her, ſet up a ſham Cry, as if 
he wept bitterly. Gatfy, having 
Compaſſion on the Boy, in 
order to comfort him, aſked, 
what made him weep ſo lament- 
ably ? When in a whining Tone 
he replied, | becauſe he had left his 
Sweet-heart behind him, which 
he feared, would break his Heart. 
Betty 
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| Betty, taking the Joke as de- 
ſigned upon her, began to rate 
him heartily, giving him ſeveral 
harſh Names; which increaſ- 
ing ſoon into à violent Scold, 
awakened the old Woman; who 
from that Inſtant, taking the 
Diſcourſe into her own Hands, 
filenced both the contending 
Parties at once. 

Thus, my dear Lavy, paſſed 
our Time, with little Variation, 
till we arrived at our Inn, in Al. 
dermanbury, as they call it. 

Lord, my Dear! This Lon- 
don is a ſtrange Place, as ow 


I faw in my Life. We lay a 


our Inn the firſt Night, and ths 
next Morning, hearing we wanted 
Places, our Landlady recom- 
mended us to an Office near St, 
Paul's Church, where you may 
have what Place you will, they 
ſay, for a Shilling; ſo we went, 
and ſet down our Names, 
I. D | and 


Ce en ECD * 


rn 


— —— 


A AGIPt wa 9 4 
1 Dr Wes mr eos 
4 — — i 2 y eb. 


mo >& * E 
= FFF a LE Ee . w 
x 4 3 A CS 7 's - n 
I G * * * 2 7 t 22 
. * = " 1 yon - 4 _ — — — a 8 * * * 2 4 
ZZ „ .. — ͤ. Er ee 
- a Very * Kh, * ren LR 2 — CA * * 


— . 


4 _— * — 


> DES EE ZE Pg WEE bs. 
. 
* 


50 TJbe HIS TOR V of 
and one of the young Men of the 
Houſe went with us, and brought 


us back again to the Inn, where 


we now are, only waiting to hear 


of our Places. 


I thought you would be pleaſed 
to hear we got well to Town, 
and how we go on; and when 
we are in Place, you ſhall know 
how to direct to us. I with we 
could both get into one Family. 
Pray, give our Service to the good 
Doctor, and thank him for all 
Favours ; ſo hoping you are well, 
as we both are at this preſent 
Writing, I am, 


Dear Lavy, 
| Your Jovi ng Friend, 
SARAH MORRIS. 


LE T- 


| ao A pe Gs 


oa 


LAvINTA RAWLINS, 51 


LETTER H. 


Mes. Gertrude Coningſby, 70 Miſs 


Lavinia Rawlins. 


September 20th, 1740. 


Dear M 5 Lavy, 


EL. ſwear, I cannot but from 

my Heart envy your Happi- 
neſs; you, who fit ſnug under the 
Roof of an indulgent Parent, whilſt 


I am daily tramping it to St. Paul's, 


and back again, to hearken after 
my Place; which Walk I have 
now taken for fifteen Days paſt, 
till the old Woman is become ſo 
ſnappiſh, ſhe will hardly give me 


an Anſwer; and by her Behavi- 


our, I am in doubt, whether ſhe 
will ever get me a Place or not. 


Now, methinks, if I take the 


Trouble of walking ſo far thus 


often, as ſhe keeps my Money, 
"D'S ſhe 
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ſhe ought to do no leſs than to 
inform me civily, how ſhe goes on 


Sally is provided for already, at 


fix Pounds a-year ; which let me 


tell you, is a pure Beginning. 
She is to ſend me the Name of 
the Street when ſhe is at Leiſure ; 
but it is ſomewhere about Grov- 
ner's-Square, I think they call it. 
She is hired for Houſe-maid, and 
J hope will do very well in it: For 
you know, ſhe was ever active, 
and loved buſtling. ' 

If the old Woman don't pro- 
vide ſoon for me, Ill dance At- 
tendance no longer after her ; but 


as ſoon as I hear from Couſin 


Sally, T will ſee her, and fix 


myſelf ſomewhere near her: For 


they ſay there are none but 
People of Faſhion live thereabouts ; 
ſo that one can't be long upon 
one's own Hands, amongſt 


You 


hn d "7M 


+ wu wo et T1 WW Of Y * 


— 


LAvINIA RAWLINS. 53 
You ſhall hear from me again 


fo ſoon as I am ſettled, which I 


hope ſoon to be, as well as Couſin 
Sally. I am, 


| Deareſt Lavy, 
Your truly loving Friend, 
GERT. CONINGSBY. 


P. S. Pray remember me to your 
good Father, and old Pſalter 
the Clerk, and his Daughter. 


NEON ELKE) Crd 


LETTER. m. 
Mrs. Sarah Morris, 7 Miſs La- 
Vina Rawlins. 


September 3 oth, 1 740. 
Dear Miſs, 


FORTUNE having favoured 


me with an excellent Place, 


J am now as charmingly ſituated 


D 3 as 
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as I could have wiſhed, or deſired; 
and am forry I cannot ſay as much 
for poor Couſin Gatty, who was 
ſtill at her own Keeping, when TI 
ſaw her laſt: For meeting with 
nothing in the City, ſhe took a 
little Lodging within a Street or 
two of me, in Hopes to mend her 
Market. She uſed to call in upon 
me every Day, when ſhe firſt 
came, but I have not now ſeen 
her theſe five Days: So that ſhe 
may be in Place probably, tho' 
I know it not yet. 

My Maſter is a Baronet, and 
my Miſtreſs a Lady, and there is 
nothing in the World but Coaches, 
and fine Folks, rattling at the 
Door, tilt Midnight; but my 
Buſineſs is all over by Dinner- 
time, which with us, is four in 
the Afternoon : For we lie a-bed 
moſt Part of the Morning, all 
but ſome of us Servants; and in- 


deed, 
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deed, my Morning Exerciſe 1s as 
ſharp as any one's. 

Oh ! my Dear, it ſeemed to me, 
juſt at firſt coming, ſo queer, 
you can't imagine. It was juſt 
as if I was arrived in ſome en- 
chanted Ifland; there is nothing 
all Day but Titles in our Mouths. 
There is my Lord , ſends 
his Compliments to Sir Thomas ; 
and my Lady, her Duty to her 
Grace; and ſuch a Power of 
gingling Grandeur, that it was 
ſome Days before I could frame 
my Mouth to ſuch high-flown 
Words; but now they are ſo fa- 
miliar to me, that inquiring after 
ſomewhat of our Cook the other 
Day, I called her her Ladyſhip ; 
and many a Time has Sir Thomas 
been at my Tongue's End, when 
ſent of a Meſſage to our Tom, my 
Lady's Footman ; but it will wear 
off by Degrees, and I ſhall learn 

D 4 | to 
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Direct for me, at Sir Thomas 
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to diſtinguiſh better, when I am 
under leſs awe than at preſent. 

I ſend this only to inquire after 
yours, and the Doctor's Health, 
having nothing of News to ac- 


quaint you of; but my Maſter 


being a Member of Parliament, 
I have inclofed it under his Frank, 
with another for your Anſwer to 
me: 80 that as our Correſpan- 
dence may be carried on at this 
eaſy Rare, you will hear from me 

the oftner ; for my young Maſter 
is ſo good natured a 'Gentleman, 
that he gets any of us what Franks 
we will, from his Father. I am, 


Dear Lavy, 
Tn loving Friend, 
SARAH MORRIS. 


in Street, near Grofoencr- 
| Square, Middleſex. 


LE T- 
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LETTER IV. 


Miſs Lavinia Rawlins, 10 Miſs 
Sarah Morris. 


October 5th, 1740: 


Dear Sally, | 
T has ſeemed an Age to me ſince 
your Departure for London. Your 
Letter of September ad delighted 
me very much, and vour Deſcrip- 
tion of your Company made my 
Father laugh heartily. It was with 
t Pleaſure, I heard you both 
arrived ſafe in Town; but ſtill, 
my Dear, Servitude is, and will 
be Servitude. I expect to follow 
you, when ever my poor 'Father's 
Glaſs ſhall be run, though once 1 
had little Thoughts of it; but 
that Time being paſt, I look upon 
myſelf now, as in a State of 
Maiden Widow-hood. My In- 
© 4 tegrity, 
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tegrity, (which the World will 
call my Folly) to my Patron hath 
loſt me one Huſband, with whom 
I might have enjoyed all that is 
agreeable in Life; and Fortune 
once baffled, ſeldom makes a ſe- 
cond Effort in our Favour; ſo 
that my whole Aim in Life, from 
henceforth, muſt be to reduce my 
Mind to my Condition, and what- 
ever proves my Lot, to ſuſtain it 
with Equanimity. Poor Gatty, by 
a Letter I received from her, 
ſeemed greatly to lament her Want 
of a Place; but I hope ſhe is, by 
this Time, ſuited to her Inclina- 
tion, as by your own Account, 
you ſeem to be, or it will be but 
melancholy Living by herſelf ; 
beſides the Conſumption it will 
occaſion; of her ſlender Stock, 
which rather craves an Augmen- 
tation. I ſhall long to hear from 
her again, and if you can but ſup- 
ply her with Franks, it will be 
more 


Lavinia RAWLINS. 59 
more pleaſurable to me; for other- 
wiſe my good Father and I muſt 
abate a Dinner, for every Letter 
we receive from you, not that I 


mention this to prevent you, or 
Gattys writing, if no method 


could be contrived for their free 
Paſſage : For aſſure yourſelf, deareſt 
Sally, I could with Delight faſt 


once a-week, for the Satisfaction 


of a Line from either of you, to 
Your fincere Friend, 
 LAVINTA RAWLINS. 


Let Gatty know, I defire a Direc- 
tion to her; 
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Go The HISTORY of 
LETTER. V. 


Af, Jo Gertrude Cee. to Miſs 
Lavinia Rawlins. 


Oboe: 7th, 1 * 


CURELY ! my dear Lavy, this 
Fortune, is the moſt unſettled 
Being m the Univerſe ; -ever vary- 
ing ſo, that one knows not what 
to make of her. All of us, 
Child, have our Ups and Downs 
in the World, ſo ſuddenly, and 
often ſo whimſically, that 1 it is ſur- 
priſing. 

I have taken a Lodging near 
Sally, in one of the genteeleſt 
Parts of the Town; but have 
actually been fo engaged fince I 
came into it, that I have not been 
able to call upon her, for Jong 
Time palt. 


As 
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As for a Service, I am almoſt 
out of conceit with the Notion 
of it; and ſhall ſcarce trouble 
myſelf any further that Way. 
Fortune, as I ſaid before, is pre- 
carious, and, it is poſſible, may 
otherwiſe provide for me. 

I have but juſt Time, dear 
Lavy, to inſtruct you how to ad- 
dreſs me: For aſſure yourſelf, I 
ſhall ever highly efteem what ar- 
rives from my deareft Lavy, to 
har : LE 


Met lin Servant, 


GERT. CONINGSBY. 


At Mr. — in Street, | 
near Greſurnor-Sguare, Middleſex. 


"Ya. 5 I. E T. 
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LETTER VI. 


Miſs Lavinia Rawlins, 70 , 
Sarah Morris. 


| October 11th, 1740. 
Dear Sally 


OR Heavens fake! let me 

know by the Return of the 
Poſt, how poor Gatty is; and if 
you have not ſeen her ſince I heard 
from you, loſe no Time in find- 
ing her out: For I verily think, 
her Diſappointment of a Service, 
has turned the dear Girl's Brain: 
J received ſuch a Letter from her 
by the laſt Poſt, as you can't 
imagine. She talks of the Un- 
ſteadineſs of Fortune, and of Ups 
and Downs, which ſhe fays, are 
ſo whimſical, as to be ſurpriſing. 
She fays, ſhe lives in a genteel 
Part of the Town, and talks of ſo 
much Buſineſs upon her Hands, 


. a 
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that ſhe has never looked out for 
a Service, nor does ſhe trouble her 
Head about it: Nay, ſhe was in 
ſuch Haſte at writing her Letter, 
that ſhe fays but little more than 
barely giving me a Direction = 
to addreſs to her. 

Theſe Things, I ſay, my "i 
give me a Jealouſy, that the poor 
Creature wants rather good whole- 
ſome Care to be taken of her, than 
a Place, at preſent. | 

Let me intreat you, though I 
hope it was only ſome little Fit of 
Deſpair that had ſeized her, to 
find her out, and if ſhe is not fit 
for Service, to ſend her down to 
me, ſome how or other, where 
ſhe may at leaſt be out of Harm's 
Way, till ſhe is better qualified 
for it. 

It will be to no 10 Puaipoſs for me 
to anſwer hers, as it may only 
occaſion another from her, equally 
inconſiſtent, and tending to pit 
11 
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Diſturbance, with her laſt, and 
give me no Pleaſure. Pray fend 
me immediate Word how you 
find her. | | 

I hear there has been the Duce 
to pay at Mr. Robinſon's, who, 
before this Time, I find, has 
repented his ſecond Marriage. 
The Widow perhaps may avenge 
my Cauſe. I cannot ſay I with it, 
but ſhould it fo happen, it may 
the more frequently remind him 
of my Godmother, and 


Mur loving Friend, 


LAV. RAL INS. 


P. S. My Father is in Pain for 
Gatty, till we hear further from 


you. 


LE T- 
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LETTER VII. 
Mrs. Sarah Morris, 10 Miſs La- 


vinia Rawlins. 
October 18th, 1740. 


My dear Lavy, 


OUR laſt, gave me ſo much 
_* Surpriſe and Uneaſineſs, that 
I could noways reſt till I had 
found out Gatty ; but believe me, 
Child! ſhe is far from the diſ- 
ordered Creature you repfeſented 
her. Her Affairs have, indeed, 
taken 2 moſt unaccountable Turn, 
and I hope, the dear Girl will be 
happy, ſhe bidding, in my Mind, 
extremely fair for it. 
Vou muſt know Lavy, that 
diſappointed of a Place in the 
City, ſhe took Lodgings at a 
Plumber's near me, in order to 
ſeek that Eſtabliſhment, ſhe _ 
0 
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ſo luckily miſſed at the other End 
of the Town ; but had not lain 
there above fix Nights, when as 
ſhe was returning home about 
nine o'Clock, a Gentleman met 
her, and ſtaring her full in the 
Face, by Lamplight, declared ſhe 
was the fineſt young Creature his 
Eyes had ever beheld; and at the 
fame Time, intreated it as a Fa- 
vour, that ſhe would let him know 
where ſhe lived, that he might be 
ſo happy as to compleat the Joy 
he had ſo imperfectly received by 
that falſe Light, upon a clearer 
Viſion of her by Day-light; pro- 
teſting, that he had never before 
been ſmitten with Charms com- 
parable to hers. : 
In ſhort, my Dear, being juſt 
then before her own Door, ſhe 
| knocked ; but he would not part 
with her, till ſhe had given him 
leave to drink Tea with her the 
next Afternoon, | 


She 


——— —-— 
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She was not long conſenting to 
the Motion; when wiſhing her a 
good Night, he left her; but 
under ſuch Confuſion, ſhe ſays, 
how ſhe ſhould be prepared for 
his Reception, that ſhe ſcarce 
knew what ſhe did, till the 
Hour of his Return the next 
Day. However, ſhe dreſſed herſelf 
in every Thing of the beſt ſne 
had, and you know Gatty has 
ſome very pretty Things by her. 
She borrowed her Landlady's Tea- 
Equipage, and having ſet both 
her Room and herſelf in order, 
ſhe impatiently waited the Arrival 
of her Lover; but the Sight of 
ſuch a fine Gentleman as he then 
appeared to be, in open Day, ſo 
confounded her, that ſhe could 
ſcarce ſupport herſelf, ſhe ſays; 
for it being a miſley Evening when 
ſhe firſt ſaw him, he had only a 
plain blue Coat on, with Braſs 
Buttons; but now, appearing in 

Scarlet 
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Scarlet trimmed with Gold, a Bag- 
Wig, and gold laced Hat, ſo 
- charmingly glaring and gay, ſhe 
could ſcarce credit her Eyes, that 
it could be the ſame Perſon. They 
fat down, and to Tea they went, 
he caſting out frequent rapturous 
Expreſſions of her Graces, 
and of the Affection wherewith 
he beheld them ; then finding ſhe 
was a ſingle Woman, he preſſed 
for daily Admiſſion, to make his 
. Addrefles to her. 
Tou may be ſure, my Dear, 
this was but faintly, if at all re- 
fuſed; and no ſooner was Tea 
over, than he begged her Com- 
pany to the Play with him. She 
was never more driven to a Non- 
plus in all her Life, ſhe fays, than 
on this Demand ; neither knowing 
where it was, or what it was, or 
how ſhe was to behave there. 
She was aſhamed to declare her 
Ignorance, but charged her Dif- 
appro- 
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approbation of it, to her being but 
juſt arrived from the Country, 
and the Want of proper Habili- 
ments to appear in. 

This Put off, could by no 
Means be complied with; the 
Clothes ſhe then had on, he ſaid, 
were moſt agreeable to the Pit, and 
ſuch only, as the very beſt of 
Lady's appeared in, when they 
mobbed it. This laſt Word, 
ſtruck her all of a Heap, and 
ſhe then, more vehemently than 
ever, deſired to be excuſed: For 
that a Mob, was fo terrifying a 
Thing to her, as to be abſolutely 
her Averſion. 
She ſays, that thereby diſcover- 
ing her Ignorance, he caught her 
in- his Arms, and almoſt prefling 
her to Death ; my dear little In- 
nocent! ſaid he, I can perceive 
you have not long been acquain- 
ted with this Town. Why? 
Child! what we Perſons of Fa- 
oy ä 


p 
; 

4 
55 
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| ſhion of both Sexes call Mobbing, 


is only going into public Places in 
a Diſhabille, or Incog, not to be 
known, or at leaſt, taken Notice 
of. 
This Salvo, ſhe ſays, reinſtating 
her Tranquillity, ſhe conſented; 


and ſending for a Coach, away 


they went to the Play-houſe; but 
ſurely, to hear her Deſcription of 
it, my dear Lavy, would think 
herſelf in a little Heaven; for 
ſhe ſays, that every Thing was 
ſo fine, and the Lights ſo nu- 
merous and dazling, it 1s impoſ- 


ſible to deſcribe it; and then 
there was ſuch raviſhing Mufic, 


and ſuch Dancing, as ſhe could 
have attended to for the whole 
Night; fo that ſhe was never more 
heartily forry than when it was 


over. 


She has been there ſeveral times 
fince, and is uſhered into ſuch a a 
Round of Delights, that ſhe is ab- 

4 ſolutely 


OB ————— —y[— 
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ſolutely another Creature. She has 
laid out almoſt every Farthing of 
her Money upon a Gown, a great 

_ Hoop-petticoat, and a Power of 
Finery, hoping it will not be long 
before they are married, which 
will amply repay all her Expences. 

It happened moſt luckily, that a 
little before I took my Leave of her, 
in came Mr. Smith, as ſhe calls him, 
but, by his Apparel, he muſt be 
ſome Colonel in the Army, at 
leaſt. He is a very genteel Man, 
about thirty, and behaves in the 
moſt Gentleman-like Manner I 
ever ſaw a Man, and ſeems exceſ- 
ſively fond of her; for he could not 
forbear trifling with her before me, 
when ſuſpecting my Stay might be 
troubleſome, I only waited for the 
above Obſervations, and wiſhed 
her Good-night. | 

= Dear, you never ſaw ſuch 

an Improvement in your Life, in 
any one 3 as this Affair has 
made 


a Tr Hrotonuy of. 
HEE in Gatty. You would take 
her, by her Air and Behaviour, to 
have been born and bred at Court, 
nor is ſhe in the leaſt to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the fine Ladies that 
viſit at our Houſe, but by her Ac- 
cent, which will diſcover itſelf now- 
and- then, though ſhe endeavours to 
varniſh it over as much as poſſible. 

I am afraid I have tired out your 
Patience by this long Detail, but 
not doubting you would receive 
equal Pleaſure from reading, with 
myſelf in reporting her good For- 
tune, I could ſcarce fay leſs upon 
the Subject. With my Reſpects to 
the good Doctor, I am, 


Dear Lavy, 
Your fincere Friend, 
SARAH MORRIS. 


P.S. Pray, in your next, explain the : 
Hint you gave of Mr. Robinſon. 


LE T- 
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LETTER VIII. 


A, ifs Lavinia Rawlins to Mrs. Senn 
Morris. 


October 25, 1740. 
Dear Sally, 
OUR laſt relieved me beyond 
meaſure, as to the Concern I 
was under for poor Gatiy: If her 
Courtſhip concludes in a good Huſ- 
band, nothing but the ſame good 
Fortune to yourſelf, will be equally 
pleaſing to me, and really, from 
the Appearance of the Thing, ac- 
cording to your Relation, I ſee not 
how ſhe can well miſcarry. All 
that I ſhould condemn her for in 
the Tranſaction would be, in caſe 
ſhe has given herſelf out for a For- 
tune, which I hope ſhe has not : 
For ſhould ſhe break Faith firſt, 
ſhe is ever after precluded from all 
Reproaches for his Diſaffection and 
Maltreatment of her. 
Vor. I. — This 
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This is but a Surmiſe of my 
own, as a thing poſſible; but I 
hope I may be deceived in it. My 
Father, who penetrates deeper into 
Affairs than we can, for Want of 
his Age and Experience, is not 
without his Fears for her undoing; 
alledging the infinite Variety of 
Snares laid, by licentious Youth 
of your City, for the Seduction of 
Innocence; and ſays, young Wo- 
men can ſcarce be enough upon 
their Guard, againſt the Inſinua- 
tions of his Sex, who glory in our 
Deſtruction. He may, its poſſible, 
be too rigid in his Cenſures; but 
at leaſt it becomes us to be wary. 

I dont find, by your Letter, that 
ſhe is appriſed either of his Rank, 
Family, or Habitation ; which En- 
quiry, I think, ought to be made, 
as alſo into his Character, previous 
to any farther Engagement with 
him : for Marriage, once had, can 
never be vacated; and was I to 

make 
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make my Election, it ſhould be 
for Servitude, in Linſey-Woolſey, 
all the Days of my Life, where I 
could ſhift my Station upon Diſap- 
proval, rather than I would irre- 
leaſably be bound to the Man, who 
carried not the utmoſt human Pro- 
bability of making a good Huſband ; - 
not but that Fate muſt be ſub- 
fcribed to; but then, with me, it 
ſhould be only where I had gained 
the minuteſt Intelligence of the 
Perſon, by the trueſt Lights I 
could diſcover, that my future Pro- 
ſpect would at leaſt be agreeable. 

I know not whether I ought to 
mention to her, what I ee, is go- 
ing forwards, till I have it from 
her own Pen; ſo ſhall be ſilent till 
licenſed either by you, or herſelf, 
for enlarging upon it. 

Let me hear how it — 


T am, dear Sally, 
Your moſt true Friend, 


LAV. RAWLINS. 
E 2 
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P. S. Prevail with Gatty to hint 
it to me, that I may have a fair 
Opening to correſpond with her 
upon it. 


E M M ROK . A HOOK 
EETTER IK 
Mrs, Gertrude Coningſpy to Miſs 


Lavinia Rawlins. 


October 29, 1740. 


1 Vow to Gad! my deareſt Lavy, 

J am hipt moſt intollerably, at 
your Silence to my laſt; for tho' 
the Hurry I ſcratched it out in, 
might ſufficiently teſtify the Con- 
fuſion of my Intellects, yet it cer- 
tainly demanded an Anſwer. Nay, 
poſſibly, it might not reach you; 
for, kiſs me, if I remember the 
leaſt thing of what became of it, 
after J had ſpun it to a Conclu- 


Hon . 
| May 
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May I die, my Dear, if I believe 
there is ſuch another pretty Fellow 
in the whole Military, as now pays 
his Addrefles to me. Bleſs me! 
that I ſhould not have known 
London before! Why, Child, it is 
a new World. Never tarry in To. 
ſhire, my Dear, whilſt there is 
ſuch a Place as this to reſort to. I 
was at the old Playhouſe laſt 
Night, to ſee Hamlet; when that 
dear little Fellow Garr:ic&! O! how 
delightfully mad was he ! And, my 
Dear, there were ſeveral of the Royal 
Family there, I know them all 
by Sight; and ſo elegantly were 
we Ladies dreſt, in the Front- 
Boxes, as would have done your 
Heart good to have ſeen us; but 
poſſibly I may be talking Gibberiſh 
all this while, to you, who are a 
ſolid Country Lady, and whoſe only 
Scenes are bleak Hills, and dreary 
Valleys. Alas! my Dear, thou 
knoweſt not what Life means 
E 3 Lou 
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You ſpeak, eat, ſleep, breath, and fo 
can theParrot, which Mr. Smith pre- 
ſented me with t other Day; but for 
the true Reliſh of living in Taſte, 
give me leave to ſay, my Lavy is an 
utter Stranger to.it. Pack up your 
Alls then, dear Girl, leave Dad to 
his old Woman again. A thatched 
Parſonage is no Dwelling for ſo 
ſweet a Girl as my Lavy. Why 
thou'dſt be a Peereſs, my Dear, in 
one Quarter; for, truſt me, Lavy, 
the Gentlemen want fine Girls 
here, as much as in any one Place 
you can imagine ; there are but 
few of our native Red and White 
here. And faith ! had I not been 

engaged to Mr. Smith already, I 
believe, my Beauty would have 
ſoon made me a Counteſs: Nay, 


Could you but obſerve how the No- 


blemen eye me in the Boxes, you 

would ſoon be of my Opinion. 
I preſume, the next Account 

you have of me, will be in my 
Chariot, 
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Chariot, by the Name of Mrs. 
Smith ; for my Dear keeps his 
Chariot ; but never comes to my 
Lodging in it, becauſe the World 
ſhould not ſuſpe& a Courtſhip, he 
ſays, till we ſhew out together at 
once. Perhaps, you may grow dull 
at my Sprightlineſs, and wiſh I had 
done, ſo permit me, dear Lavy, 
once more to ſubſcribe myſelf 


Thine moſt alfectionately, 
GERT. CONINGSBY. 


P. S. We go to the Opera To- 
morrow for the firſt Time. 


E 4 LET- 
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LETTER HY. 


Miſs Lavinia Rawlins t Mrs. 
Gertrude Coninglby. 
| Nov. 5, 1740. 
Dear Gatty, 
J Stand condemned for not an- 
1 ſwering yours of the Seventh 
of laſt Month; but, believe me ! 
it conſiſting of ſuch broken Sen- 
tences, and ſo unlike to the Man- 
ner of my dear Gatty, that I la- 
boured under no ſmall Apprehen- 
ſion of your being delirious ; or 
can what I received from you a 
few Days ago, add much to my 
Hopes of your Recovery. Is this 
the Language of my dear Gatty 
Contngſby? And is it becauſe 
you are to be the Wife of a 
Soldier, that you aſſume the Intre- 
pidity to defy your Maker? 
I hope 
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T hope you will pardon the Li- 
berty I take with you ; but as you 
have often heard my Dad, as you 
call him, from the Pulpit, decry 
Vice in any Shape it might aſſume; 
ſo ſuffer me his Daughter, to renew 
a Senſe of his Precepts in your 
Mind, which I can promiſe you, 
if cloſely applied, will prove no 
ways diſſerviceable to you. 
| 1 mult profeſs myſelf a Stranger 

to your Plays, and Operas; but 
ſhould imagine, ſome one or other 
of the Number of Females who 
have left 7or4/hire in our Memo- 
ries, had Promotion been ſo rife 
with you, would before now, have 
been elevated to the Dignities you 
mention, which I never yet heard 
they were. 

My Father heartily wiſhes you 
all Joy, attendant on your Nup- 
tials; but would have you act pru- 

dently; hoping alſo you have be- 
' hayed candidly with Mr. Smith, 

E 5; that 


82 The HISTORY of 
that he may find you the fame 


after Marriage, as he conceives of 
you beforehand. 

I long to hear of what Family 
Mr. Smith is, and what Command 
he has in the Army, his Age, Sta- 
ture, and many other Particulars, 
of which fail not of an Account; 


but on no Score, let the Knot be | 
tied without Notice, to 


Dear Gatty, 
Your fai thful Fri end, 
LAY. RAWLINS. 


FEE 


LETTER XL 


Mrs. Gertrude Coningſby 7 Meſs 
Lavinia Rawlins. 


Nov. 9, 1740. 

T is a Want of proper Intro- 
duction into the Methods of 
high 
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high Life, that ſets my Lavy upon 
exclaiming againſt thoſe fewWords 
of Gaiety I employed in my laſt to 
you ; why Child! when one is at 
Rome, one mult act like a Roman. 
Lard ! my Dear, there is no carry- 
ing on a polite Converſation with- 
out it, rot me if there is, as my 
dear Mr. Smith ſays. | 

He paid a Viſit to an old Aunt 
of his, and her three Daughters, 
the other Day ; for the old Lady, 
tho' ſhe ſeldom ſtirs abroad, he 
ſaid, had a violent Mind to ſee 
me. They are excellent bred La- 
dies, I can aſſure you, and talk as 
freely of all the Quality, as you 
and I can of our Country Neigh- 
bours. It was from them, my 
Dear, that I brought off ſome of 
the ſmarteſt little Gingles you ever 
heard, and if a Body did not vent 
them again upon proper Occaſions, 
- I vow to Gad, one might as well 


mope at home over the Pilgrims 
Pro- 
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Progreſs; for it is the Frequency 
of the Repetition, that ingrafts them 
into one's own Diale&, and then 
they flow fo eaſily, that one is ne- 
ver at a Loſs for them. Believe 
me, Lovy, it is raviſhing to con- 
verſe with ſuch Company, as ever 
adds ſomewhat ſtriking to one's 
Manners and Politeneſs. 
Upon my Soul! Lavy, I laughed 
heartily, tho' all alone, at what 
thou thought'ft, III be ſworn for 
thee, the very tip-top Fruit of the 
Tree of Knowledge; and poſſibly, 
what might have ſounded tunably 
from the Mouth of one's Grand- 
mother, rivelled into the Folds of 
an Exceſs of Caution; for ſurel 
Child, you meant not that I ſhould 
catechize the Captain in your an- 
tique Stile; as, who are you? of 
what Family? where do you live? 
thew me your Commiſſion? to 
which, I am ſurpriſed you did not 
add, ſhoulder your Muſket too, 
that 
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that I might have ſeen how per- 
fect he was in his Exerciſe. Ha, 
ha, ha, by Jove! I am rapt with 
the Conceit ; but my Dear, the 
very Air, the Climate, the Man- 
ners, and Methods of this Place 
of Pleaſure, ſuffer us not to pro- 
ceed by your Yorkſhire Maxims, 
where you may remember, my 
dame Gof/in, would not ſuffer 
young Pepper the Grocer to confer 
about Marriage with her Daughter 
Molly, till ſhe was fatisfied to a 
Dram, what Sugar and Plumbs 
his Stock conſiſted of. 

Fie upon you ! my dear Lavy, 
contract not thy Soul into* ſuch 
ſcanty Limits; your Queries may 
amuſe you in Speculation; but 
ſplit me! Child! if I ſhould not 
be taken for an impertinent Trifler, 
to offer them here, to a Gentle- 
man of Figure ; beſides, my Dear, 
what matters it to me as yet, what 
Rank the Captain bears, ſo = 
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he is but able to maintain me like 
a Lady? for he mult riſe, as he 
juſtly obſerves, on Courſe, having 
ſuch Friends as he has at Court, 
and in the Army. His Royal 
Highneſs and he, are Hand and 
Glove, and to hear him relate 
the Conferences frequent between 
them, would do one's Heart good, 
it is ſo engaging : So that I tell 
thee, Child, be he what he will at 

reſent, he muſt be a great Man. 

Prithee, Lavy, come to London; 
one Fortnight ſpent in this Town, 
with the leaſt Application to Buſi- 
neſs, would ſo ſcour off the Ruſt 
of a Yorkſhire Education, that thou 
wouldſt turn out as bright as the 
beſt of us. En. 

I' long to be married, for 
Couſin Sally's Sake, intending. fo 
ſoon as that 1s over, to take her 
home to me; where clothing her 
as my Kinſwoman, and ſhewing 
her a little of the Beau Monde, I 

_ ſhall 


% 
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ſhall not doubt, in a ſhort time, of 
ſettling her as genteely as myſelf, 
in a Family of her own : for I be- 
gin to be very ſenſible, that a Girl 
without a Head, may work her 
Fingers to the Bone, before ſhe 
makes a Penny Advantage of her 
Labours. 

1 émuſt once more therefore ad- 
viſe my dear Lavy, to poſt away 
to London; where, as it will ſoon 
be in my Power to advance her 
Fortune, ſhe ſhall ever find it the 
Inclination of her 


Moft obedi ent Friend, 
and Servant, 


CERT. CONINGSBY. 


LET- 
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LETTER XI. 


Mrs, Sarah Morris 2 Mzſs Lavinia 
Rawlins. 


Nov. 13, 1740. 
Dear Lavy, 

HILST thee and I are 
ſcrubbing and buſtling for 

our daily Bread, here is Gatty, 
trolling about at her Eaſe like a 
Dutcheſs. Would you believe it? 
My Dear, I ſaw her Yeſterday 
following the Captain, himſelf in 
one Chair, and ſhe in another, as 
they paſſed by our Door, either 
going to the Park, or ſome other 
Morning Amuſement ; and poſi- 
tively, my Dear, ſhe looked fo 
charmingly, that not a Soul who 
had ſeen her Face over the Wings 
of her Hoop (as I did, from the 
Top -of our Steps) could have 
argued, from her Appearance, 
"" "n_ 
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that ſhe was but a raw Torkſbire 
Girl the other Day. She fat as 
erect, and her Head moved as 
regularly from right to left, to 
ſee who admired her, as if ſhe 
had been bred to it from her 
Cradle. 

I wiſh we were both as well 
provided for. The Captain is 
a lovely Man to be ſure, and 
vaſtly fond of her, that's very 

plain; for one how or other 

he is at an immenſe Expence 
about her. I muſt ſay, it grudges 
me to be rubbing and duſting all 
Day, whilſt ſhe is parading it like 
a Princeſs ; but I hope my Turn 
will come, or I ſhall think it very 
hard : For I believe you muſt do 
me the Juſtice to ſay, Lavy, that 
I am noways her inferior, either in 
Face, or the Gracefulneſs of my 

Perſon. 
I declare, I am quite aſhamed 


to call to ſee her, as ſhe never 
does 
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does me that Favour now ; nor had 

I the Afſurance when I was there 

the other Day, to call her Couſin, 

2 when I was by myſelf with 
er: 

It is impoſſible you ſhould con- 
ceive, Lavy, what an entire new 
Creature ſhe is, in Speech, Gait, 

Air, and Behaviour ; nay, "hf 
very Eyes roll with ſuch a Lan- 
guiſhment, as ſhe winds about the 
Balls to their Corners, that one 
would imagine her near fainting 
now-and-then ; juſt as my young 
Lady does in her Sweet-heart's 
Company : And then, ſhe will 
draw out her: Words, on parti- 
cular Occaſions, that you would 
ſuppoſe ſhe was falling to fleep, 
and on a ſudden riſe again, as we 
uſed to fing Pſalms in the . 
only not quite ſo loud. 

For Goodneſs fake! what will . 
become of me, if I don't get out 


of this Service. Why, I have an 
_— 
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Age of Practice to run through, 
before I ſhall be qualified to con- 
. verſe with Mankind, and am 
amazed how it was poſſible > 
Catty to be fo perfect already, a 
ſhe is ; but ſome People ſhall Bag 
Luck, do what they will, and hers 
is all owing to her being out of 
Place, and being able to ſhew her- 
ſelf in the World : For what is 
ever to be expected, where one is 
= mewed up within 
oors 
| TI am glad, Lavy, you can con- 
tent yourſelf with your rural Ha- 
bitation ; but let me tell you, was 
vou in my Place, and knew better, 
you would be a little ſtaggered as 
well as myſelf, at ſeeing all the Good 
paſs your own Door, to that of your 
Neighbour's. I ſhall ſoon let you 
know how ſhe proceeds; but believe 
the next News you hear from me 
will be, that I have quitted Sir Tho- 
mas's, for I < can but go to Service 
again 
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again when all is gone, and I am 
reſolved to caſt myſelf in Fortune's 
Way, now I am better acquainted 
with the Town, by * my- 
ſelf in public. 

My Head turns round with 
thinking; ſo dear Lavy, 


Your ſincere Friend, 
SARAH MORRIS. 


NNE NBD} 


LETTER XIII. 


Mz; if Lavinia Rawlins 70 Mrs. Sarah 
Morris. | 


Dec. 14, 1740. 
Dear Sally, 

AVING but little News ſtir- 

ring in theſe our remote Parts 
of the Kingdom, I have waited 
with I mpatience, for ſome Poſts, 
1n 
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in Expectation of a Line from you, 


informing me how Gatty and the 
Captain go on, whether yet mar- 
ried, and, if ſo, where ſettled. 

It ſeems ſurpriſing to me, that 
if Captain Smith is ſo mighty anxi- 


cous for Marriage, as I have been in- 


formed he is, it ſhould ſtill remain 
incompleat; for it is palpable to 
me, the Delay cannot lie on Gatty's 
Side. Many things fall between 
the Cup and the Lip, therefore be 
not too ſanguine in Gatty's good 
Fortune, till the Nuptial-day is 


cover, and even then, wait for the 


Conſequences, before you raſhly 
ruſh into the ſame Bands, which, 
unleſs they ſit eaſy upon her, can 
be no Encouragement to you. All 
is not Gold which. bears the Ap- 
pearance of that Metal, as I am 
now but too well aſſured poor Mr. 

Robinſon, feels to his Coſt. 
You know, his young Widow 
paſſed for a vaſt Fortune, with a 
4 ſwing- 
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ſwinging Jointure, and ſo it ſeems 


her firſt Huſband's Settlement teſti- 
fied; but about ſix Weeks ago, 
came a Gentleman from abroad, 
to whom four hundred and thirty- 
five Pounds a Year is payable out 
of it, by Way of Annuity ; this he 


now demanding, with an Arrear 


out of it ever ſince her firſt Huſ- 
band's Death, it is ſaid, not only 
the Eſtate, but the Money ſhe was 


reputed to have been worth, will beſo 
diminiſhed, that, for ought I know, 
you might, in the long-run, have 


proved the richer Wife to him: For 
I am told, ſhe keeps ſo much Com- 
pany, is ſo much abroad, and fo 
expenſive at home, that he is now 
ready to hang himſelf, nor durſt he 


to aim at curbing Madam's Inclina- 
tion, her Family-ſpirit being ſuch, 


that having checked her the other 
Day, for ſtaying out a Fortnight, 
upon a Viſit propoſed for the After- 
noon only ; ; in her Impatience for 


the 
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the Rebuke, ſhe threw his new 
Tye-wig in the Fire, and -whilſt 
her Blood was up, would have ſent 
him after it, had ſhe been able to 
have proſecuted her Will to. Action. 
Nay, my Friend told me, that 
many a Set of China-ware, Sconces, 
and the like brittle Furniture, have, 
in her Paſſions, ſuffered under the 
ſame Hand; ſo that I fear, the poor 
Man has inliſted himſelf into the 
Troop of Miſerables, and of thoſe 
in the ſuperlative Degree too, being 
become the Byword of the whole 
Country. 

My poor Father has had ſuch a 
Cough this Winter, as has worn 
him away ſurpriſingly, and I fear 
has touched his Lungs ; may Hea- 
ven guard his dear Life! for durin 
the Continuance of that, though 
_— I ſhall think I live hap- 

; but I muſt ſubmit. 

J ſhall ever be joyous at your own 

and Gatty s Proſperity ; and as you 
. , ea 
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can ſupply me with Accounts 


of both, at ſo cheap a Rate, let 
me not want that Solace, ever ſo 


agreeable to, 
Your loving Friend, 
LAV. RAVWLINS. 
* LXLEEXEXE EL EL NEL % 


LETTER XIV. 


Miſs Lavinia Rawlins, t Mrs. 
Gertrude Coningſby. 


Dec. 20, 1740. 
Dear Gatty, 


1 WAS in great Expectation I 


ſhould, before this time, have 
received a Line from Mrs. Smith, 
though it had been to ſuch a dark 
Corner of the World as this I 


live in. 


Is it that your whole time is ex- 
hauſted in Courtſhip ? or in receiv- 
ing 


©. 


LAVvINIA RAWLINS. 97 
ing and paying Viſits, on occaſion 
of the Celebration of your Nuptials ? 
Or what other Engagements lie ſo 
weighty upon your Hands, that no 
ſingle Moment can be ſpared to the 
Gratification of a former Friend ? 
For that your Advancement in Life 
has already raiſed you above all 
future Concern for me, I would 
not willingly imagine. Then ſa- 
tisfy me, deareſt Gatty, under your 
own Hand, that it is not ſo, for 
the preſent Eaſe of my Mind, and 
give me the Hopes of my dear 
Girl's approaching Felicity, equal 
to the Deſires of | 


[ Your fincereſt Welkwiſher, 

E 

K LAVINIA RAL INS. 
I 

N 
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LETT ER XV. 


Mrs. Gertrude Coningſby, to M. 
Lavinia Rawlins. 


Dec. 28, 1740. 


T O thy laſt, my deareſt Lavy, 
ſo ſhort and pithy, I can 
only return, that I am not yet 
Mrs. Smith, ſave in Affection, 
on both Sides: For I think I may 
ſay, without vanity, that the dear 
Man covets nothing, in this World 
more, than a ſpeedy Union be- 
. tween us, but you know it is not 
my Place, to urge matters beyond 
what a tacit Compliance will juſ- 
tify : For let me tell you, Lavy, 
have not abated an Inch of my 
Punctillio's, or even ever permit- 
ted too rude a Salute from him: 
Nay, have ſteered clear of the 
Admiſſion of the leaſt Familiarity, 
Inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Re- 


4 * 
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gard to my Honour; though you 
may imagine, fond Lovers will, 


if a ſtreight Hand is not held over 


them, be often for puſhing their 
Dalliances too far, for the Per- 


miſſion of Modeſty. 


My Dear, he is one of the 
charmingeſt Men you ever was 
in Company with in your Life, 
(pardon me, my Dear, if I ex- 
cept not Mr. Willougbby himſelf) 
fore Gad! I think him ſo; and 
is ſo amorous, that Deuce take me ! 
if I am not driven to my Trumps, 


how to manage him ſometimes ; 


though all, in a moſt Loving and 
modeſt Way, too: Now, what do 
you think? We were at his 
Aunt's tother Day, romping with 
two of his Couſins; and as we were 
ſwinging him round upon the Bed, 
one of his Hands, ſome how or 
other in the Scuffle, got ſo far 
out of its due Latitude, that giving 
a Shriek, I jumped from the Bed, 
PP 
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and was more than half. angry ; 
crying out, you confounded Devil, 
what are you at? When had you 
but been Witneſs to the Confuſion 
he was in, and the Multitude of 
Apologies he made for the Accident, 
you would have been delighted with 
him ; nor durſt he for the whole 
Day afterwards, look me in the 
Face again, he bluſhed fo: For 
I'll be ſworn, if there ever was a 
modeſt Man upon the Earth, it is 
r 
Split me! Child! (I beg your 
pardon) we live moſt deliciouſly ; 
for his Aunt and Couſins, with 
whom I am now perfectly ac- 
quainted, are the freeſt, and moſt 
facetious Set of Mortals breathing. 
Now, to ſhew you a Specimen 
of my dear Mr. Smith's Value for 
our Sex. As his Couſins and I were 
diſcourſing of Reputations, one of 
them ſtarted the mention of a 
young „ Who had granted 
4 ſome 
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ſome ſuch peculiar Favours to her 
Lover, before Marriage, as it is 
uſually thought, ſhould have been 
reſerved till afterwards. One of 
them demanded, whether the 
young Gentleman ſtill held in his 
prior Reſolution for Matrimony ? 
Her Siſter replying that he did; 
then anſwered Miſs, if ſhe was 
perſuaded of the Integrity of her 
Man, I own I can ſee no harm in 
it, as Matrimony was ſoon to ſuc- 
ceed. How Maſs! ſaid I, is that 
your Way of thinking: Let me 
tell you, it is very far from mine, 
or that of any virtuous Woman 
in Chriſtendom, as I would hope 
you are; for I can aſſure you, 
barely propoſing the Queſtion to 
me, would irritate me, to the utter 
Deteſtation of ſuch a Wretch; 
nor ſhould the Man who had 
once publiſhed his Inclination to 

me in ſuch Terms, ever be ad- 
mitted to a nearer Alliance with 


F 7 me, 
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me, I ſhould hate him ſo, for the 
mean Opinion he muſt have had 
of me, before he could have 
ſtarted the Propoſal. 

Well faid ! my little Angel, 
cried Mr. Smith, who had fat 
wholly neuter during the Debate; 
this Speech, and delivered from 
the Heart too, as I am ſatisfied it 
is, by the rifing Fury in your 
Countenance, has fixed me yours 
for ever. Fie! fie! Coufin, added 
he, how could you maintain ſo 
erroneous a Poſition? Surely ! you 
fpeak not your true Sentiments. 
Obſerve you not the Majeſty which 
appears in my Gertrude's heroic 
Concluſions of Virtue, and Honor, 
to what yours convey? Modeſty 
is the Pride of your Sex, and 
Chaſtity its moft ſparkling Jewel, 
which once ſullied, a Miſtreſs ſhe 
may make, but never more a Wife, 


for a prudent Man. . 
| Now 
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Now tell me, Lavy, is not this 
a Demonſtration of an exquiſite 
Taſte for our Sex ? Nay, I would 
not have been without this Teſ- 
timony of his generous Nature, 
for the full half of all his Fortune. 
A Woman may ever think herſelf 
ſecure in ſuch Hands, as are as 
careful of her Reputation as herſelf. 

We are to go to the firſt Maſ- 
querade, my Dear, which 1s al- 
molt the only Winter Diverſion I 
have not ſeen; though how I 
ſhall behave there, I cannot ſay; 
but preſume there is a Rote for 
that, as for other Things, and I 
have experienced, that a Trifle of 
Obſervation, carries one through 
* Novelty with credit. 

I wanted to have repreſented a 
Sheperdefs ; but Mr. Smith, a 
dear Man, ſays, I ſhall reſemble 
what both my Nature, and Pre- 
ſence, better qualifies me for, a 
Queen; ; and for himſelf, he is 

"4 . 0 
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to perſonate the Monarch, ſo that. 


we may, poſſibly, cut the greateſt 
Figure of any body there. 

I ſhall be able to give you 
ſome Taſte of that princely Di- 
verſion in my next, and very ſoon 
after that, we are to be married. 
Having given you all the News in 
my Budget, I ſhall, though for 
the laſt Time, I hope, ſubſeribe 
myſelf, 

Your moſt obedient, 


GERT. CONINGSBY. 


e .. W r 5 . chr G5 h 


TETTER TY 


Mrs. Sarah Morris, 70 M Lavinia 
Rawlins. 


Fan: I, 1740. 
Dear Lavy, 
1 HAD Thoughts of purſuing 


your Advice, and of enjoining 
Key, a nn in my Buſi- 
nels, 
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neſs, as the beſt Means for detach- 
ing all roving Fancies from my 
Head; but had ſcarce rubbed on 
three Days under my Reſolution, 
before I found my young Maſter fo 
good-humoured and ſmirking upon 
me, that, I vow, I was almoſt 
aſhamed of it. 

He met me the other Day upon 
our Stairs, which are very dark ; 
when either knowing, or believing 
it was me, he caught me in his 
Arms to kiſs me. I took it for 
our Ninny Jaac, who is for ever 
playing Tricks with the Maids, 
and giving him a good Slap in the 
Face, was going to cry out; but 
he ſtopt me with, huſh my dear 
Sally ! it 1s only me. 

I preſently recollecting his Voice, 
beg'd his Pardon, and made twenty 
Excuſes for the Affront Thad offered 
him; when claſping me to his 
Breaſt, my Love, ſaid he, thy hand 
dreſſed in its utmoſt Severity, is 

9 3 more 
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more grateful to me than that of 
any other of thy Sex in the Uni- 
verſe, loaded with the moſt coſtly 
Donations. I have long waited 
for a Conference with my Sally ; 
but as we are every Moment 
liable to a Surprife here, appoint 
me ſome Time and Place where I 
may, for one half Hour, disburden 
my Soul to thee uninterrupted, 
kiſſing me {till at the Concluſion 
of every Period. 
Believe me! Lavy! my Situa- 
tion was not ſo uneaſy to me as 
ſome Folks might have pretended ; 
but my Cheeks glowed ſo with his 
Kiſſes, that you might have lighted 
a Candle by them, and happy -for 
me it was, that in the Dark they 
were not perceptible : However, I 
was ſilent as to the Place, and only 
made as if I would fain have per- 
ſuaded him to let me go; but that 
he was reſolved to poſtpone, he ſaid, 
till he had engaged me to promiſe 
| to 
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to be ſweeping out his Chamber at 
ten o'Clock the next Morning. | 
You may as readily imagine, as 
I can declare to you, that I had but 
little Sleep that Night; for Mr. 
Thomas is ſuch a perſonable Youth, 
and of ſuch ſuperior Qualities, that 
tew Girls but might be proud of 
being noticed by him. 
Well! I tumbled and toſſed 
about all Night, I ſay, and had, 
by Morning, formed ſo many dif- 
ferent Methods of Behaviour to 
him, according to his Demeanor to 
me, that one joſtling out the other 
from my Head, by the time he 
met me, I was never more at a 
Nonplus in my Days, than for the 
leaſt thing to ſay to him, in the 
manner I had before propoſed. 
I, repaired to my Poſt at the 
Hour prefixed, nor was he more 
than a few Minutes after me; but 
ſure, ſuch a Compound of Love as 
he appeared to be, is ſcarce con- 
| ceivable, 
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ceivable. He gave me ten Kiſſes 
for one Word, and hugged me in 
ſuch Raptures as were aſtoniſhing. 
He ſwore he died daily for me, and 
unleſs I would be fo compaſſionate 
as to return his Love, it would 
break his Heart, proteſting, that 
he had never enjoyed himſelf as 
uſual, from the firſt Moment he 
had beheld me in the Family. 

I expreſſed my Sorrow for having 
given him the leaſt Diſturbance : 
I aſſured him it was involuntary, 
and rather than contribute to his 
further Uneaſineſs, I would quit 
my Service with all my Heart. 
What! ſaid he, would you ſheath 
a Dagger in my Heart ? No, Sally, 
added he, you have effectually done 
that already, which wants but ex- 
tracting with a rude Hand, to let 
my Heart's Blood flow out with it. 
O] Sally, let my Wound remain, 
it is what I glory in, whilſt the In- 
ſtrument that gave it, proves the 


moſt 
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molt balſamic Reſtorative to me. 
Should you deſert me, Sally, con- 
tinued he, I ſhould be truly miſe- 
rable ; but think not, my Charm- 
er, to avoid me by a Removal 
hence, for very Inſtin& would ſend 
me after thee, even to the remoteſt 
Regions. O! never muſt thee and 
I be parted more. 
| I told him, that his Station 
in Life, I was ſatisfied, would 
place him above a Condeſcenſion 
to a poor Servant, as I was, That 
J had received a virtuous Educa- 
tion, though now reduced to Ser- 
vitude under his Mamma; and 
that I would never ſubmit to the 
Defires of any Man but an Huſ- 
band. The very thing, my Dear, 
| replied he, that I crave to be. O! 
grant me but that Bleſſing, deareſt 
Sally, and you compleat my Hap- 
ineſs. | 
BhBleſs me! Sir, ſaid I, what would 
Sir Thomas? what my good Lady ? 

ED nay, 
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nay, what would all the World fay 
of you, ſhould you, who are the 
Heir to ſuch Poſſeſſions, demean 
yourſelf, by Marriage with your 
Mamma's Maid? (for I was wil- 
ling, my Dear, to ſtart all the Ob- 
jections I could, for the ſake of his 
removing them) and how may you 
hereafter deſpiſe me, for the Low- 
neſs of my Birth, and Indigence 
of my Circumſtances, in reſpect to 
your own high Birth and Fortune, 
who might have claimed fo ample 
a Dowry, with any Lady you 
might have choſen ? 

In ſhort, Lavy, I had the Plea- 
ſure to hear every of my Argu- 
ments turned upfid. down, and 
nothing but my Engagement not 
to decline his Addrefles, till a pro- 
15 Opportunity for making me 

is Wife, and then my Promiſe to 
become ſo, would be accepted by 
him; nor was I fo ſtony-hearted as 
abſolutely to reject his Suit, but 
de- 
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defired only ſome few Days Conſi- 
deration, before I returned him my 
final Anſwer; this I did becauſe, 
you know, my Dear, it would have 
the better Look with it, and would 
not ſhew me ſo forward; for Men 
are ever the more ſollicitous, for 
the little Checks we give to their 
Paſſions. And upon this we parted. 

Now, I muſt intreat my dear 
Lavy to give me her impartial Opi- 
nion for the better Regulation of 
my Conduct, as I expect to be 
preſſed to my Conſent every Day, 
his Eyes urging me hourly to a 
Compliance, and there can be no 
Uſe in giving him unneceſſary Pain. 

Let Mrs. Smith, that is to be, 
hold up her Head as ſhe pleaſes, 
upon her extraordinary Merits, 
which have obtained her ſuch a 
Lover as the Captain. If Worth is 
to be eſtimated by the Rank and 
Poſſeſſions of one's Suitor, ſurely ! 
a Baronet (for ſo Mr. Thomas _ 
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be at his Papa's Death) will place 

me in a ſuperior Light to her; but 

I ſhall only add, my Requeſt for 

your Anſwer, and Affurances, that 
Maid, Wife, or Widow, I ſhall 

ever be my deareſt Lavy's 


Moft affeftionate Friend, 
SARAH MORRIS. 


MORON O OOO 


EETTER . 


. ay Lavinia Rawlins, o Mrs. Sa- 
rah Morris. 


| Jan. 5, 1740. 
Deareſt Sally, 

18 Matter of your laſt is of 

ſuch a Nature, as will not 

ermit me to delay an Anſwer to 
it, notwithſtanding the Illneſs of 

my dear Father, who declines fo 

daily, that I begin to have but little 

further Hopes of his long being a 

| Man 
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Man for this World. I have alſo 


one by me, of an earlier Date, 

from Gatty, as yet unanſwered. 
_ . Surely! you muſt be the two 
luckieſt Girls that ever fled the 
North, to have both ſuch happy 
Proſpects of Advancement in your 
Circumſtances, and that in ſo ſhort 
a Space too; nor can I aſcribe it to 
any other Source, than to the vir- 
tuous Educations you have both re- 
ceived, under the pious Tuition of 
Mrs. Morris, and to the unblame- 
ableneſs of your paſt Conducts 
which Demeanor, in either Sex, if 
perſevered in, ſeldom fails of its 
juſt Reward ; but as I cannot ſpare | 
time for Prolixity, though I could 
pleaſurably enlarge upon the Sub- 
ject, I ſhall come at once to my 
Declaration of that Opinion you ſo 
ardently deſire. 

There can be no Diſpute, my 
deareſt Sn but the Propoſal your 


young 
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young Maſter has tendered you, is 
too advantageous, if it be honour- 
able, for any Girl in your Circum- 
ſtances to reject; but my Dear, 
though I admit it neceſſary always 
to have an Eye to one's own Ad- 
vancement; yet, as Advancement 
includes not only Riches and Titles 
in Life, but all manner of eligible 
Felicity ; thoſe alone, are not al- 
ways capable of adminiſtring it, 
there being ſuch a Number of 
Cauſes, in ſpite of mere Riches or 
Honours, to make us miſerable. 
Mr. Thomas, you ſay, loves you: 
We will therefore take that for 
granted. He would marry you; it 
1s poſſible. He muſt have a Title, 
and perhaps a great Eſtate ; admit 
this alſo. But has not Mr. Thomas 
a Father, a Mother, who are ca- 
pable of reſenting his Behaviour fo 
violently, as from the Perplexities 
they may induce upon him, may 
introduce Repentance in his Mind, 
and 
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and ſting him to the Quick for his 
Diſobedience ? | 
This may be ſucceeded by Con- 

tempt to yourſelf, the Occaſion of 
it (nor is it ſo uncommon a Caſe as 
not to be ſuſpeted) even to that 
Degree, that he may turn you adrift 
to your own Guidance, and the 
Sneers of a malicious World around 
you. Conſider then, which Con- 
dition will be preferable; Service 
united to high Life, or tothat humble 
Station you are now in? 
You will fay, every Man is bound 
to maintain his Wife, and true 
enough ; but whether is it better, 
by your own Hands, to provide that 
Subfiſtance your Station in Life re- 
quires, or to be dependent upon 
ſome ſcanty Pittance, noways ade- 
quate to the Rank you bear, without 
Proſpect of Amendment, or even 
Alteration of your Affairs, by the 
Chance of 2 Match ? 
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I could add much. more, but 
have not time farther to expatiate, 
than by my Intreaties, that you 
would not prove over haſty in your 
Reſolves, but duly, weigh both Sides 
of the Queſtion, before you fall, 
from whence you can never more 
expect to riſe, ſhould you prove 
unſucceſsful. I am, 
Dear Sally, 
Your true Friend, 
LAV. RAWLINS. 


e l 5 06504 47 77 


T 
Mis Lavinia Rawlins to Mrs. 
Gertrude Coningſby. 


Jan. 10, 1740. 
Dear Gatty. £8 
HY Humour, Child, is fo 


vivacious, that it delights me 


| exceedingly; whilſt I labour Night 


and Day, under the unprofitable 
Employment of a Nurſe to my 
dear 
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dear Father, whoſe Continuance 
in Life can never reward my Care 


of him; for he is now ſo far 
gone, that it would argue meer 


Folly, in me, ever to hope for his 
Recovery. However, his laſt Mo- 
ments ſhall be rendered as com- 
fortable by me, as poſſible ; tho 
fitting up on Nights, as I have 


_ conſtantly done theſe three Weeks 


paſt, and obtaining ſcarce a Mo- 
ment's Reſt by Day, has worn me 
down beyond Imagination. 

His whole Breath, poor Man, 
iſſues in bleſſing me, and ſtorin 
my Mind with ſuch excellent Pre- 
cepts, as he hopes, he fays, will 
furniſh me with Virtue for my 
future Life. 

He adviſes me, as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, after he ſhall ſleep with his 


Fathers, by all Means to ſeek a 
Service, in ſome private and con- 
ſcientious Family, here in the 


Country, rather than at London ; 


he 
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he having but a very mean Opi- 
nion of that City, for young de- 
ſerted Women to expoſe them- 


ſelves in. 


I am almoſt diſtracted to think 
what Courſe I ſhall purſue when 
he drops. I often caſt back a 
Thought to Mr. Willoughby ; but 
it is in vain, I never encourage it. 

You live happily, Garry, ever in 
ſome Amuſement, with that 
nerous Man Mr. "Smith, whom 7 


long to ſee, and greatly reſpect, 


for his Love to you; but muſt de- 


| fire in your next, you would ſend 
me an exact Deſcription of the 


Maſquerade you ſpeak of, and 
wherein the Pleaſure of being at 
it conſiſts; I having no manner of 
Conception how the leaſt Delight 
can ariſe, from ſeeing you know 


not who, in ſtrange Dreſſes: For 
from what I have formerly heard 


Mr. Robinſon ſay of it, they all 
wear Maſks. Write me alſo how 
you 
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you dreſs like a Queen, for I never 


ſaw one. 

I have only to add, my Approval 
of Part of Mr. Smith's Behaviour at 
his Aunt's, whoſe Modeſty you have 
diſplayed in the beſt of Colours; and 
if you have room in your next, 
pr'ythee, Gatty, deſcribe your own 
Bluſhes, equal, at leaſt, to Mr. 
Smith's, for the Accident you men- 
tioned ; or I ſhall ſcarce take you 
for a modeſt Pair, whenever you 
come together ; but I have done. 

Your loving friend 


LAY. RAWLINS. 

RS RSS TAS y ve 
LETTER MM 

Mes. Sarah Morris, r Mis La- 


vinia Rawlins. 


Juan. 14th, 1740. 
My dear Lavy, 


* 0⁰ know I love you, and 
above all 1 Things prize your 
can- 
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candid Advice; but deareſt Child ! 
why muſt it ever be ſpiced with 
ſomewhat diſreliſhing? You ap- 
prove my young Maſter's Profeſ- 
ſions, if they be honourable. Dear 
Girl, why that /, to create 
Jealouſy in one's Mind, that 
they can poſſibly be otherwiſe? 
Even that one touch of thy Pen, 
has given me more Diſquiet, than 
all his Love can compenſate for; 
and then, without once bringing 
to the Account all that Grandeur, 
Title, or other Bleſſings, to re- 
dound from the Match; theſe, 
you ſkip over, to arrive at the 
dark Side of the Page, of a Fa- 
ther, a Mother, Repentance, Diſ- 
obedience, Contempt, turning a 
Drift, Service, malicious World, 
and a Loſs of all future Advance- 
ment; on which you declaim with 
ſo many diſcouraging Reflections, 
that I cannot help trembling at the 
Remembrance of them. | 


What 


LAVINTA RAWLINS. 121 


What can I attribute this to, 
but the Vapours ? A phlegmatick 
Diſpoſition ? A Defect in the Blood, 
which having vitiated the vital 
Ferment, turns every Object into 
Demons and Hobgoblins? Was I 
apt to be diſpirited, it were enough 
to diſtract me, to place Fortune 
under the ſable Mantle you clothe 
her with; but, Lavy, ſhe that 
would puſh her Fortune by a 
bold Stroke, with a View of be- 
ing made for ever by it, muſt 

not at the Entrance, abandon her- 

ſelf to Deſpair ; ſhe muſt tuſh on 
courageouſly, and force her Way 
through all Oppoſition, to her 
Will's Completion. 
As for the weighing with your 
Scales all Sides of the Queſtion; 
in my Comprehenſion, no Queſ- 
tion can ſubſiſt, whether my Lady's, 
or her Houſemaid' s Poſt in the Fa- 
mily, is the moſt eligible. 

I am heartily ſorry you are fo 
near to loſing the poor Doctor; 


ä dot - 
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but our Circumſtances in Life are 
daily changing, and my poor 
Mamma's Death made but the 
ſame, in Gatty's and my Affairs, 
as his muſt make in yours. I 
hope, when that Event happens, 
I need not urge your ſpeedy Re- 
pair hither, where alone, your 
beſt Expectations can be ſufficiently 
anſwered ; and ſo far as my little 
Influence in Life can extend, you 


may Command, 


Wur affectionate Friend, | 
SARAH MORRIS. 


FFC 


LETTER W. 


Mrs. Gertrude Coningſby, 70 Mzſs 
Lavinia Rawlins. 


Jan. 20th, 1740. 
{ thouſand Worlds, all at 
my. own beſtowing, would 

I give * to recall the palted 
Day to my Diſpoſe again! . 
the 
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the damned, roll not in Torments, 
equal to what mine now are! Is 
there no private Portal we may 
let in Death at, but muſt be opened 
by our own Hands! Is Miſery ſo 
ſufferable, as not to end one, tho 
invited to it! Alas! I fear it is, 
and for the Reſidue of a long 
lingering Life, may I bewail that 
curſed Maſquerade. _ 
No End! What? No Remiſ- 
ſion of my Woes! O! Loſs of 
Honour, never to be reclaimed ! 
Heavens! Why load ye thus the 
Female weakly World, with that 
Egyptian Slavery, Chaſtity ? whilſt 
to the other Sex, you aſcribe Ho- 
nour, even in the Loſs of Shame, 
and make him triumph in * 
ing it, both in himſelf and us! 
Thou fickle, techey Bawble, 
Reputation til thou art loſt, 
ſcarce ever known to have exiſted ; 
but having once eſcaped, no more 
to be recovered ! I'm wholly Hor- 
| G 2 rour 
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rour to myſelf ! dear Lavy: For 
ſuch an Act, although involuntary, 
has happened, as neither Oceans of 
Tears can waſh away, or Time it- 
ſelf obliterate. 

O Lav! I cannot, ad not 
conceal from you, my molt de- 
plorable Cataſtrophe, but muſt 
enjoin you, not a Word to Sally. 
I durſt not ſee her Face, or was 
you near me, could I for Confu- 
ſion, publiſh the Cauſe of my 
Diſtraction to you; but Sorrow is 
communicable, and certainly abates, 
by Participation. 

That helliſh Maſquerade ! Lavy, 
has undone me. I went to it, as 
I wrote you I ſhould, with Mr. 
Smith, dreſt like an Indian Queen, 
he like an Eaftern Emperor. The 
Sight was exquiſite ; Side-boards 
magnificent ; the Muſick enchant- 
ing; a World of Pleaſure, all. 

Mr. Smith was ſo exceſſively 
_ cautious of loſing me in the 
Mb ultitude, 
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Multitude, that he would truſt 
me no further than in his own 
Sight, leſt I ſhould accidentally fall 
into Hands diſagreeable to me. 

The Room was exceflive hot, 


and oft had we fipt of the moſt 


delicious Wines there, when the 


Heat ſtill continuing, almoſt paſt 


Sufferance, Mr. Smith, ever ready 
with his friendly Succour to give 
me Pleaſure, leſt I ſhould faint, 
propoſed retiring for half an Hour 
to a Tavern hard by, to cool, and 
refreſh ourſelves. 

We did fo, and were thinned 
up two pair of Stairs, on Aſſure- 
ance given us, that the Rooms 
below were all full. Scarce had 
we walked about the Room fix 
Minutes, before Mr. Smith him- 


ſelf flipt down, to order ſome 
trivial Refreſhment for us; but 


before I could well imagine him 
below Stairs, he appeared in the 
Room again, ſwung to the Door, 

© and 
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and ſeizing me, unprepared, ran 
to the Bed juſt by us, on which 
he caſt me, and himſelf fell with 
me. All this happening without 
a Word ſpeaking, I was under 
ſuch Surpriſe at the Suddenneſs of 
It, that I became like a dead Crea- 
ture, having ſcarce Power left, 
either for crying out, or ſtruggling ; 
but ſo far as I was able, I at- 
_ tempted both. 

O Lavy! Lavy! I was undone 
there; nor needs more Words to 
expreſs my Calamity. I then 
fainted away, and what might 
happen next, I am ignorant ; nor 
had my Spirits ever returned, at 
leaſt not ſo ſoon as they did, but for 
a violent Commotion, by Words, 
Actions, and claſhing of Swords, 
which rouſed me. 1 
The firſt Objects that I beheld 
upon my Recovery, were two Mr. 
Smith's, or Indian Kings, fencing, 
and contending to deſtroy each 

| other ; 
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other : For, my Dear, they were 
both ſo near the ſame Height, Size, 
and Shape, and dreſs'd ſo exactly 
in the ſame Habits, that no Eve 


could diſtinguiſh the one from the 


other, by the leaſt Peculiarity; at 
length, one of them ſprang out of 


the Room, and ran for his Lite 


down Stairs, with the other in 
purſuit of him, and cloſe at his 


| Heels. 


In this Interval, I recompoſed 
my Habit, and aroſe from the 
Bed; but being overcome by the 
Horrour of the Action, my Legs 
ſtill trembling, and ſcarce capable 
of my Support, I ſunk down into 


an Elbow-Chair, to indulge my 


almoſt broken Heart, in Weeping 

and Lamentations. | 
I had not been long wrapt up 
in my Reverie, before one of the 
two Combatants returning, and 
pulling off his Maſk, I found him 
to be Mr. Smith. Alas! Sir, ſaid 
"> 4 J, 
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I, whence could ariſe this cruel 
Uſage you have now been guilty 
of? Wherein have I deſerved this 
ignominious Treatment from you? 
and fell a weeping, as if I would 
have diſolved my whole Compo- 
ſition into Tears. 

| I am but too ſenſible of thy 
Injury, my deareſt Life, faid he, 
from that deſigning Villain, who 
perſonating me, has robbed me of 
the ſole Delight of my Life, which 
I had flattered myſelf, to have 
centered in thee for ever. What 


curſed Stratagem directed that foul 


Adulterer to thy Arms! My Dear, 
this Plot againſt thy Virtue, muſt 
have been firſt hatched in Hell, 
ſo cloſely, ſo iniquitouſly laid 
againſt thy Virtue, and my Ho- 
nour: For till the Moment I re- 
turned, and found him riſing from 
the Perpetration of his Villainy, 
I bore thee as my Wife, next to 
my Heart, and dearer to me far 


than 
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than my own Soul. What then 
muſt be my Torture, to thee is 
inconceivable ! nor will it ſatisfy my 


5 deſpairing Mind, that he has re- 


ceived from my Arm the juſt, 
though unproportionable Reward 
of his Temerity ; for that, or an 
Addition of the whole Univerſe 
of Worlds to him, can never re- 
inſtate me in the glorious Hopes 
I had of thee, my deareſt __ 
luted. 
This Speech, from a Man ever 
ſo dear to me, and ten Times 
more ſo, ſince I had diſcovered his 
Innocence, hurried me beyond 
all Patience; when ſnatching u 
a Knife which lay upon the Table, 
I raiſed up my Arm, with deter- 
minate Reſolution to have plunged 
it into my Boſom; but F ate, 
and the kind Man prevented it, 
by his catching me by the Hand, 
and diſarming me. 
G 5 


1 
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I raved, and was quite frantick 
with Madneſs, at being ſo abuſed ; 
and that, by a Villain too, on 
whom, for want of the Know- 
ledge of his Perſon, it would be 
impoſſible for me ever to gratify 
my Revenge; but when I reflected 
on the Loſs of Mr. Smith too, 
whom I had depended upon for 
my own, and who from his laſt 
Speech, I preſumed, meditated 
relinquiſhing me, my Agonies 
grew paſt all Tolleration. 


a That dear Man, red me the 


moſt comfortable Lectures; but 
all in vain, as to the Abatement 
of my Anguiſh; till - unwilling 
longer to expoſe myſelf at a pub- 
lic Tavern, we returned in two 
Chairs to my Lodging; where 
tearing off my wretched Robes of 
Majeſty, I begged him to leave 
me to the Anguiſh of my own Re- 
flections: For that I was utterly 
incapable of Conſolation 


Mr. 
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Mr. Smith, to whom my Re- 
queſt had ever been a Law, was 
now retiring ; but fearful ſtill, that 
my Diſtreſs might urge me to the 
Commiſſion of tome raſh Act upon 
myſelf, could not recede, he faid, 
till he had obtained my ſolemn 
Promiſe, to take my Suffering as 
patiently as poſſible, till his Return 
in the Morning ; when he hoped, 
by found Reaſoning, to aſſwage 
the Exceſs of my Sorrow. #5 
In this afflicting State do I now 
find myſelf ; and when my Suffer- 
ing may abate, I cannot form the 
leaſt Surmiſe. I ſometimes rave, 
then am calm again; ſtill curſing 
that deſtructive Maſquerade, the 
ſole Cauſe of my utter Ruin. | 
The only Conſolation I can now 
enjoy is, whilſt I am communi- 
cating this to my dear Lavy: For 
ſleep being forbidden to my Eye- 
lids, leſt worſe Ill ſhould befal me, 
I have employed myſelf, as my 
Starts 
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Starts of Paſſion would permit, 
in giving thee this long Detai}, 
of your 


Męſt unfortunate, 
but true Friend, 
GERT. CONINGSBY. 


P. S. Pity me, and be ſecret ; ſend 


me ſome Conſolation before: it 
may be too late. 
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LETTER XXI. 


Miſs Lavinia Raw. , fo Mrs. Ger- 
trude Coningſby. 


Jan. 23, 1740. 
Deareſt Gatty, 


Y Heart bleeds at the Reflec- 
tion of your Misfortune. Yet 
you cannot be abſolutely abandoned 


to your Sorrows, Child, when youre- 


flect 
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flect that your Diſgrace is involun- 
tary : Had your Conſent accompa- 
nied the Fact, I might have juſtly 
condemned what now only excites 
my Compaſſion for you; nor will 
Mr. Smith, when he reflects upon 
the Impoſition and Force uſed for 
your Deſtruction, if himſelf proves 
a Man of Conſcience and Commiſe- 
ration, deſert you, in your Troubles, 

to Deſpair. As for my own Part, I 
| ſhould eſteem you nothing leſs for 
this Event than before ; an Event 
beyond the Reach of human Fore- 
caſt to have penetrated. An Event 
inſtantaneous, by Compulſion, and 


even whilſt you was under his own 


Protection too; but, in my Opinion, 
you will be able to form a true 
Judgment of the Man from his Be- 
haviour in this Caſe : For aſſure 
yourſelf, Gatty, if his Affection for 
you has a ſolid Baſis, your Affliction 
for your Diſgrace will but the more 
precipitately move him to compaſ- 
ſionate 
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fionate and receive you to his Breaſt; 
but were his Vows fallacious, he 
will be pleaſed at the Occaſion 
which now offers, for ſhaking you 
off, and relinquiſhing his Claim in 
you ; in which latter Caſe, how 
much better will it be to attach 
yourſelf to an honeſt, though pain- 
ful Service, which ſtill you may 


.obtain, than to be the Wife of a 


Man, who can but unite to you for 
his own Ends. | 
Now I have indulged with you a 
while over your Sorrows, ſpare a 
few Tears to mine, for the Loſs of 


my dear Father. You have till 


Hope left of better Days, I of 
nought but Servitude, which ſo 
ſoon as his Head is laid, I muſt vi- 
gorouſly proſecute for my Subſiſt- 


ance, or, neglecting, periſh. 


.T hope better News from your 
next; but however, deſpair not, 
whilſt you have a Conſcience free 
from Crime. Let me hear om 

1 c | X 


Lavinia RAWLINS. 135 


Mir. Smith behaves ; but remember, 
Gatty, that ſhould Service prove 
your Fate, you will not have fallen 
from a greater imaginary Height 
to it, than 


Your truly loving Friend, 
LAV. RAW LINS. 


Med Mde r HU De r 


LETTER XXII. 


Miſs Lavinia Rawlins, 70 Miſs 
| Sarah Morris. | 


Jan. 24, 1740. 
"Dew Sally, | 


ON Monday arrived the fatal 
Hour I * ſo long expected; 
when my poor dear Father was 
tranſlated to the Manſions of Eter- 
nity, at nine o Clock in the Morn- 
ing. He went off in my Arms, as 
meek as a Lamb, without ſo much 
as a Sigh or Groan. Whilſt he is 
above Ground, methinks I am not 
4 deeſtitute; 
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deſtitute ; but a few Days will rob 
me even of his Remains, and then 
ſhall I be conſigned immediately to 
Providence, almoſt naked, as I firſt 
entered the World, and all to be- 
gin again with me. 

I ſhould have coveted following 
your Opinion, of purſuing my Di- 
rection to London, but for my dear 
Father's Advice to the contrary, of 
ſettling in ſome good Family here, 
which I muſt now inſtantly look 
out for; where lowering my paſt 
aſpiring Hopes to my preſent Indi- 
gence, I may bleſs Providence for 
my inferior Subſiſtance. We have 
no long Race to run, even the 
oldeſt of us, and many inter- 
veening Accidents deprive us of 
Part, even of that Space allotted for 
the Life of Man ; but I deſpair not 
rubbing through my Portion of it 
with chearfulneſs, however inferior 
my Station may be; nor can I, 
worthy of nothing intrinſically, con- 

4 demn 
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demn that Lot, which ſhall not 
rank me in the loweſt Claſs. 

I could wiſh, indeed, that my 
Proſpects had never been better than 
at preſent; I might then till wait 
for an Amendment from any Vari- 
ation; but the Impoſlibility of ever 
extending them again to the State 
I had placed them at, recurring to 
the Reflection, gives me many an 
uneaſy Pang, in Oppoſition to my 
ſtrongeſt Efforts for avoiding them. 

I ſincerely wiſh you happy in all 
your Undertakings, more eſpecially 
in that with your young Maſter ; 
but mock not at my ſtated Conclu- 
ſions, till it becomes impoſſible for 
any of them to prove your Caſe, 
When you are arrived to the Sum- 
mit of that Pomp you aſpire to, ſtill 
condeſcend to remember, and as it 
may ſuit you, caſually, to aſſiſt your 
late Companion, ever your 

Loving Friend, 
LAVINIA RAWLINGS. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XXIII. 
Miſs Gertrude Coningſby, 70 Miſs 


Lavinia Rawlins. 


Jan. 26, 1740. 

HAVE waited under the moſt 
impatient Expectations for your 
Anſwer to my laſt, dear Lauy, un- 
willing to burden you with a larger 
Share of my Misfortunes than you 
might well bear at once, till T had 
received your Opinion upon my 


late Conflict; but unable to remain 


longer in Suſpence, I have ſent 
you incloſed what I received from 
Mr. Smith, a few Days after wy. 
Abuſe happened. 

I told you in my laſt, that I diſ- 
miſſed Mr. Smith. ſoon after my 
Return that fatal Night, upon Aſ- 
ſurance of his ſeeing me in the 
Morning. He came accordingly, 
but was ready to fink into the Earth 
at fight of me ; my Face all bloated, 
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my Eyes red as Blood, my Head- 
dreſs confuſed, and my whole felf 
a meer Lump of Deformity : For 
I had not been in Bed all Night, 
but had only caſt myſelf thereon, 
when unable to ſtruggle under my 
Paſſions elſewhere ; but ſoon grow- - 
ing uneaſy, I. arole, walked, ſat, 
lay, alternately, under an Ex- - 
ceſs of Miſery and Diſtraction ; 
at length, as I faid before, Mr. 
* Smith arrived; when a View of ſo 
much He as I exhibited to him, 
reduced him almoſt to my deplo- 
rable Condition ; whilſt, taking me 
in his Arms, and with my Head 
reclined on his Boſom, ſympa- 
thiſing in my Sorrow, which ſeemed 
— burthenſom to himſelf, we 
maintained a filent Meeting for 
near an Hour, when perceiving, 
by my violent Throbbings, that he 
could expect no Freedom of Diſ- 
courſe with me for that Time, he 
quitted the Room, and left me. 
| * 
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Yeſterday I received the incloſed, 
to which I returned the Anſwer 
ſubjoined, and am upon the Ten- 
ters for his Reply, but could no 
longer delay ſeeking your Advice to, 
deareſt Lavy, your aſſured Friend, 
but 

| Miſt afflited Servant, 
GERT. CONINGSBY. 


GPANSDEFANGD N Y GPANSDERANS 


LETTER XXIV. 


Jaſper Smith, Efq; 7 Mrs. Ger- 
trude Coningſby: 


an. 23, 1740. 
Dear Madam, 7 f 
A® nothing can happen adverſe 

to dear Miſs Conmgsby, but 
muſt affect me equally with herſelf, 
fo Madam, your late Miſhap not 
only claims my Participation in your 
Woe, on your Account, but more 
ſenſibly ſubdues me, for my own 


Sake. 
1 
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I need not urge the Felicity I 
had promiſed myſelf from ſo ado- 
rable a Bride as Miſs Coningsby; 
how I had mentally enlarged my 
Happineſs with her, till Age had 
ſo conjoined our mutual Affections 
to each other, as pleaſurably to have 
removed us, ſtill united, Arm in 


Arm, to a better Abode for ever. 


My very Soul ſpeaking from my 
Eyes, my every Feature, proclaimed 
this moſt apparently to her. Judge 
then, my deareſt Gatty, the An- 
guiſh of my Heart, at this ſo cruel 
Abruption from all my promiſed 
Joys with you. 

I have moſt minutely weighed 
this Accident, and all its Train of 
Conſequences. My Heart would 
compaſſionately incline me ſtill, as 
blameleſs, to take you for my Wife, 
but Judgment and Honour draw 
another way, in dread of future 
Evils accruing from the Match. 
Objections ſwarm fo thick to my 


Ke -- 
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Reflection, that I perſuade myſelf, 
your own deliberate Thoughts on 
the Affair, muſt neceſſarily incline 
your Aſſent to my Conclufions ; and 
that it would not only be impolitic, 


but highly imprudent in you to 


marry the Man who himſelf hath 
born Witneſs to your Diſhonour. 

No one can promiſe for Futurity. 
Jars may ariſe, though cauſeleſs, 
poſſibly ; but, nevertheleſs, as ab- 
ſolutely deſtructive of both our fu- 


ture Peace, as were they founded 


on the ſtrongeſt Reaſonings. This 
very Fact, we now ſo both deteſt, 
may then be blown into perpetual 
Hatred, and prove a Means for end- 
leſs Animoſities. As therefore my 
Inclination ſtill prevails for making 


you my own, fo. far as Prudence 


and our mutual Happineſs will per- 
mit, I hereby once more make you 
the Offer of my. Perſon; my For- 
tune, my every Benefit in Life with 
me, nay of my Love, my Hopes, 

| my 
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my very Soul, unobligated by that 
Tie alone, which eventually may 
undo us both: 
In this Caſe, ſhould any Diffi- 
culties ariſe between us, irrecon- 
cilable (which Fate avert) we ſtill 
may ſeparate; ever remembering 
an handſom Competency for your 
Proviſion, in the mean time, as 
Well if ſeparating as together. 
Dear Miſs, theſe being the Re- 
ſult of my cleareſt Reaſonings upon 
the Subject, I choſe to communi- 
cate them by Writing, for your 
ſerious Peruſal and Conſideration 
(for as to all the World but our- 
ſelves, you will be as much my 
Wife as Wedlock can make us) 
my faltering Tongue not daring at 
a Word to you, that might, but in 
Poſſibility, draw on me your perſo- 
nal Diſpleaſure. | 
I hope you will be ſo kind to 
tranſmit me an Anſwer, not formed 
on 
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on Paſſion, or Prejudice, but upon 
mature Judgment and Delibration : 


For as- you may aſſure yourſelf, a 


Compliance will enjoin me a per- 
petual Obligation to Fidelity and 
Conſtancy, ſo will your abſolute 
Non- compliance compel me to break 
off a Correſpondence, I can no 
longer maintain with the deſired 
— 

Yourſelf, dear Mis, will calcu- 
late the Difference between this 
Day and laſt Thurſday, I doubt 
not, to the Advantage of 


Your moſt ardent Admi rer 
JAS. SMITH. 


P.'S; My Servant will call To-mor- 
row for an Anſwer. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXV. 


Mrs. Gertrude Coningſpy, to Jaſper 
Smith, Eq; 


an. 24, * 
SIR, 7 ; 


"'NDER the Preſſure of my In- 
juries, I have the Happineſs, 
with leſs Shame than Confuſton, to 
acknowledge the Diſparity of my 
own Worth, in the general Eſti- 
mation of the World, between the 
fatal Day you mention and the pre- 
ſent, though, in my own Eye, in- 
crinfically the fame ; and ſo far as 
every Co-operation of my own was 
wanting to that deteſtable Action, 
I ſhould ſtill hope in yours alſo. 
Undoubtedly, your firſt Symp- 
toms of Affection for me, though 
ariſing, perhaps, only from my 
outward Form, were cheriſhed into 
the Defire of a conjugal Union be- 
tween us, from other Motives, I 
Vol. I. H mean 
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mean thoſe of my Integrity, Virtue, 
and Honour. My Face, my Shape, 
my Behaviour remaining ſtill the 
ſame as ever, are thoſe impaired ? 
nor can they be ſo, by any thing 
ariſing from without my own 
Heart, my Will, my Inclination : 
Had you committed 'Treaſure to 
my Keeping, could I have been 
charged as the Embezzler, becauſe - 
a Robber, by ſuperior Force, had 
_ wreſted the Depofit from me, and 
therefore ſuſpected of Diſhoneſty ? 
If I would, at all Adventures, have 
| ſecured your Caſh from Violence, 
would I not, to my beſt Ability, 
think you; have preſerved what is 
ſo immenſely more precious to every 
virtuous Woman, my Chaſtity, the 
ſole Jewel my Sex can boaſt of, 
and that, as I may ſay, in your 
very Preſence too? 

If then, to have been involun- 
tarily deſpoiled of your Treaſure 
(yourſelf a Witneſs to it) would 

have 
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have left me guiltleſs, how much 


rather ought this Treſpaſs upon my 
Modeſty and Inclination, to ſubject 


me to the Compaſſion than Reproof 


of the thinking Part of Mankind ? 
who, ſenſible of the Compunction 
I muſt ſuffer, would rather indulge 
over me in my Miſeries, than up- 

braid me for the Occaſion of them, 


ſo foreign to my own Will and 
Conſent. 


Give me leave, Sir, though it 


ſhould prove a Breach of the De- 


cency I owe my own Sex, for once 
to confeſs, that your Behaviour to 
me, ſince our firſt Acquaintance, 
hath been ſuch as to have engaged 
my Heart in ſubjection to you; but 
let me not ſuffer in your Eſteem 
for this unconſtrained Confeſſion: 
If I muſt at length give up my In- 

tereſt in you, merely becauſe one 
of your own Species, by a diabolical 


Force and Inſtigation, hath pre- 


vailed over me; let me receive that 
H 2 Sen- 
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Sentence from your own Lips, that 

I may at once periſh under the De- 
nunciation, otherwiſe, I ſhall never 
ceaſe from my preſent Sentiments, 
whilſt I remain 


Your moſt injured Servant, 
GERT. CONINGSBY. 


P. S. You have ſeen his Letter and 
my Anſwer. What will be the 
Effect of this I can't ſay, but it 
is now two Days ſince I ſent it, 
and have had no Anſwer yet. 


A XOOXNORER IANA EN 


LETTER XXVI. 
Miſs Lavinia Rawlins 7 Mrs, 
Gertrude Coningſby. 


Jan. 29, 1740. 
Dear Gatty, 5 


TY Blood roſe ſo at Smiths Let- 
ter incloſed in yours, that I 


could have torn his falſe Heart from 
his 


. 


n 


's 
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his Body, had he been within the 
Extent of my Fury. Believe me, 


Gatty, if he ever loved you with a 
pure Deſire, no Misfortune, wholly 


unaſcriptable to your own Fault, 


would ever have abated his Paſſion, 
but rather have aggravated his Com- 
paſſion for the Injured. 

Here has, as you juſtly obſerved, 


been a Robbery committed; is the 


Perſon ſpoiled to be ſuſpected of it, 
by the Perſon himſelf who was a 
Witneſs of your Reluctance? Nay, 
happened it not at a time too, when, 
had it been in your Power, all the 
World muſt believe you would 
have prevented it. Surely | he ne- 
ver loved you from the firſt ; for 


would ever any Man propoſe to de- 


bauch the Woman he loved? He 
may covet your Perſon, but for his 
Love, depend upon it from me, 
there is nothing in it ; Love arifing 
for the Sake of the Perſon beloved, 
no one can imagine he would pro- 
H 3 ſecute 
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ſecute a criminal Correſpondence 
with you for your own Sake. 

Be ruled by me; do as I muſt. 
Go to Service, Gatty, and live ho- 
neſtly; then, and then only, you 
may expect a Bleſſing, and to live 
contentedly.— The Man's a Knave, 
that's poſitive, and J hate him. 

Where is all that Fire, that Spi- 

rit, you wrote me with ſome time 
' ago? Your Letter gives him too 
much Advantage over you ; he ſees 
you love him, and will turn it to a 
Subſerviency to his own Ends. Had 
T been to have anſwered his, I 
would have contemned his Offer, 
and have commanded him for ever 
from my Sight as a Scorpion, who 
only lurked to vitiate my Principles, 
by his pernicious Doctrines. 

Was there ever yet a Match con- 
trated not ſubje& to Jars? Did 
not our firſt Parents jar in Paradiſe ? 
I am ſure we are told ſo ; but 
did they part upon it? and did our 

o b Mother 
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Mother take a ſeparate Maintenance 


preſently ? Beſides, were the Dread 


of jarring now and then, to ſtave 


off all Matrimony, till the Parties 
could be aſcertained it would never 


happen to them, the whole Species 
muſt be extinct in a Century, or 


we muſt follow the Beaſts in com- 
mon. 

Give him no further Heli I 
ſay; get into Place, and deſpiſe 


him. There are as many Men as 
Women in the World, or at leaſt, 


every one her Mate, at one good 
time or another, never fear. 


Let your next ſatisfy me of your 


Freedom from him, and where you 
are ſettled ; but don't ſend till you 


again Kate: from me: For I ſhall 


quit the Parſonage-Houſe this 
Week, and where I ſhall reſt till 
in Service, I know not : For my 
dear Father's Words are fo im- 
preſſed on me, that I cannot har- 


bour a ſingle Thought of tranſgreſ= = 
H4 * 


ling them. 


> 
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I am under ſuch Confuſion and 
Hurry of Spirits, that I have not 
time to condole with you upon the 
Shock your Account of the 2oth 
gave me, but may take occaſion of 
doing it after I am ſettled; all 
therefore that I ſhall now pray is, 
that Heaven may take you under its 
protection, and deliver you from 
your Troubles ; what I am myſelf 
to undergo, is yet unknown to 
Tour affectionate Friend, 
TAVJ. RANLINS. 


FCC 


[} LETTER XXVII. 
Jaſper Smith Eſq; to Miſs Ger- 
g trude Coningſby. 


| 5 Jan. 28, 1740. 
ll | LET not my ever dear Miſs 


1 Coningſby imagine, that I eſteem 

| \f her preſent Worth, intrinſically, 

Ul: at a lower Rate than before that 
| ö = dire- 

1 
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direful Accident befel her. No, m 
Dear, had I but the leaſt ſubſiſt- 
ing Notion of your Conſent to ſo 
attrocious a Fact, far would it be 
from me, you may aſſure yourſelf, 
to be ſo importunate in my pre- 
ſent Application. 

Ah! my deareſt Creature, what 
I at preſent ſay, is, that as it hath 
ſo happened, and as it is beyond 
the Art of Man ever to rectify that 
 Misfortune, I would have you 
make the beſt you can of it, for 
your own Benefit. 

Vou was ſo ingenuous, as not 
to lead me into the Hopes of a 
Fortune with you ; but then, the 
Perfections of my deareſt Miſs Co- 
ningſby would have amply compen- 
ſated for that Defe&t ; and, was the 
Caſe otherwiſe than it is, I ſhould 
ſtill endeavour to reward her Merit, 
by immediately marrying her ; but 
as ſeveral of my Friends, who are no 
Strangers to my Courtſhip with her, 

H 5 already 
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rere, 
already have, and more and more 
daily will gain Hints of the dark 
Actions of that curſed Night, ſhe 
can noways, I am certain, judge it 
reaſonable or expedient, that after 
ſuch a Tale hath taken Wind, I 
ſhould immediately publiſh a Mar- 
riage with her. It would have a 
moft diſagreeable Aſpect in the 


Eye of the World, at leaſt, till 


Time ſhall have effaced it from 
their Memories; and then, my 
dear Gatiy may command every 
Gratification of her Wiſhes from 
me. = | 
I urge this, my Dear, that you 
may not run away with a Notion 
of myſelf judging worſe of your 
Virtue than before; but give me 
leave to ſay, it will nevertheleſs 


depreciate you in the Eye of the 


World; and when once a young 
Lady is blown upon, ſay, how 
muſt ſhe ſtand ever after in the 
Opinion of that World, for making 


a Wife to any Man, excepting my- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, who only am conſcious of your 
Innocence. 

Now, as J am ſo candid to offer 
you every Privilege of a Wife,. at 
_ preſent, faving the connubial Knot, 

and with the Hope even of that 
at a ſuitable Opportunity ; would 
any one be ſo blinded, having but 
a tolerable Opinion of my Perſon, 
and Sincerity, to diſſent from 
the Offer I make you? I pretend 
no Right of Compulſion, you 
muſt act as you pleaſe, Miſs, but I 
ſhould hope, that having no For- 
tune, or Friend but myſelf, you 
would be ſo deeply read in your 
| own Intereſt, as to join Hand and 

Heart to the Propoſal of, 


Tour reſpectiful Admirer, 
TAS. S M IT H. 


LET: 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Mrs. Gertrude Coningſby, to Jaſper 
Smith, E/q; 


Jan. 28, 1740. 

JF you was that Admirer of me, 
which you expreſs yourſelf to 
be, why ſhould my Misfortunes 
abate that Affection, which, che- 
riſhed for me, could alone, ele- 
vate them ? Can you love me the 
better for my Crimes ? Nay, for 
an Accumulation of them? If 
Mr. Smith really is that worthy 
Man I have ever eſteemed him, 
furely, - he will not? But I fee 
what it is you drive at, and fain 
would you glory, in my Wretch- 
edneſs. 
You fay, your Friends know of 
your Courtſhip, and of my Diſ- 
grace—Who informed them of 
either.? That was a laudable, this. 
but 
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but a diſhonourable Deed, be who 
will the Author of it. Alas! Sir, 
what are the Privileges of Mar- 
riage, without the Eſſentials? Or 
the Appendages of a Wife, with- 
out the true Title to that Name? 
It is not the Benefit of Bed and 
Board, that will make wrong right, 
or eaſe the loaded Conſcience of a 
Burden daily increafing. I ſhud- 
der too, to think who, and what, 
the Produce of our criminal Con- 
verſation may be called. My own 


Name will be familiarly repeated 


oft in this Town, whilſt you only, 


in the Eye of the World, ſhall 


remain uncenſured. 

Lou ſeem too well informed, 
for my Felicity, of the Opinion I 
have of your perſonable Qualifica- 
tions. I own, I have loved you, 
but build not upon that to my un- 
doing. The leaft you can gratify 
me in, is to let me fee you, that 
I may Face to Face, anſwer for 
* 


158 The HISTORY of 
myſelf, as I then might hope 
that Influence, you now deny me: 
For I cannot comply with your 
Requeſt, till better ſatisfied, than 
your Writings have rendered, 


Your moſt unhappy, 
| GERT. CONINGSBY. 


* XALXEXEXENERE NEL 
LETTER XXIX. 


Jaſper Smith, Eſq; to Mrs, Ger- 
trude Coninglby. 


| Jan. 30, 1740. ; 
Madam, : 
FO HIS Paper Argument may be 
protracted without End, un- 
leſs ſome peremptory Period is put 
to it. You have heard my Reaſons 
againſt Marriage, which are indiſ- 
putable, nor can I retract them. I 
would evidence every Kindneſs in 
my Power to Miſs Coningſty, con- 
ſiſtent with the Nature of her 
. 0 preſent 
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pireſent Caſe. Theſe you have 
heard, and if you pleaſe to accept 
the Conditions, three Words will 
conclude this Debate. 
You know you are helpleſs of 
yourſelf, and pennyleſs but for me, 
and what my Affection prompts 
me to for your ſake; chooſe you 
therefore, whether to caſt yourſelf 
upon the wide World, for a Sup- 
port, or into the Arms of him 
only, who ſtill loves and adores 
you; the latter, backed by an eaſy 
Compliance, will ever warm to 
Tenderneſs, an Heart moſt ready 
to receive you. 

expect your final Anſwer, 


either never to ſee you more, or 


joyfully to receive you for ever, 
into the longing Embraces of, 
8 


Dear Miſs, . 
Nour ſincereſt Admirer, 
TAS SMITH. 
| 1 
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"TET TER XXYX. 


| Mrs. Gertrude Conningſby, 75 
Jaſper Smith, Eq; 


| Jan. 30, 1740. 
Sir, . 


JHAVE juſt received, and read 
yours, but ſhall defer my An- 

ſwer, till I may be favoured with 

the Delivery of it by Word of 

Mouth. 8 

GERT. CONINGSBY. 


{EE οτντν%ο¹iꝗ. ˖ e ’,m1]ο? ] 


LETTER xt 
Miſs Lavinia Rawlins, t Mrs: 
Gertrude Coningſby. 


April 4, 1741. 
Dear Gatty, 
1 AM at length, after long Travel, 
and infinite Diſappointments, 
fixed, for ſome Time I hope, in 
a Widow Lady's Family at Ingle- 
ron. 
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ton. She has only two Daughters, 
and a Son, whoſe Time is moſtly 
ſpent at the Univerſity. She keeps 


her Coach, and I am the ſixth 15 


Servant, but my Employment is 
wholly about the young Ladies. 
There is a Coachman, and my 
Lady's Man, and Miſſes Man, or 
rather Boy about ſeventeen, with 
a Cook, and Chambermaid. It is 
one of the moſt ſociable Families 
in the Univerſe, I believe; we 
have nothing paſſing but Good- 
humour, and Affability, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt of us, and 
are as merry as the Day is long, 
in all manner of innocent Free- 
dom: So that, barring now-and- 
then a ſcape Thought after my 
paſt Expectations, I am to the full 
as happy with my good Mrs. 
s, as ever I was in Mrs. 
Robinſon's Houſe; and, my Dear, 
there is one Comfort in my preſent 
Situation, that as I have nothing 

further 
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further to hope, J have as little to 
fear ; and could my whole Time 
but paſs thus agreeably, no 
mortal could enjoy Life preferably 
to myſelf. 

I defire to hear from you next 
Poſt, longing for an Account of 
your having diſcarded Smith, and 


that you are in ſome honeſt Way 


of Life, to get your Bread by : For 
I have been greatly diſtreſſed all 
this while, for your Welfare ; but 


never till now, knowing how you 
ſhould direct to me, I could not 


crave an earlier Account of your 
Affairs. Z | 

I hear Mr. Robinſon and his 
Lady are parted, after an Abſence 
of full three Weeks, without the 
leaſt Knowledge of his, where ſhe 
was all the while. 

Send me ſome Account of Sally 


Morris, to whom I have not yet 


been able to ſend a Direction for 
me ; nor have I heard from her for 
almoſt 
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almoſt theſe four Months, which 


makes me very uneaſy. I hope 
ſhe is in Place ſtill. I ſaw old 
Pſalter the other Day, and o'my 
Word, he wears admirably ; and 
more than that, Alice is mar- 
ried to a Turner, he ſays, and. 
they go on very well, Thus, 
having unpacked my Country Car- 
goe, I am my dear Gatty's, 

Moſt loving Friend, 

LAV. RAWLINS:. © 
P. S. Direct to me at Madam 

N at Ingleton. 


Sed © N 
LETTER XXXII. 


Mrs. Gertrude Smith o Miß Lavi- 
| nia Rawlins. | 


+ 


May 5, 1741. 
PARTICULAR Engagements 
1 having engroſſed beſt part of 
my time for ſome Weeks paſt, I 

. profeſs 
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profeſs to you, my dear Lavy, I 
have not had the leaſt ſpare time 
upon my Hands for anſwering your 
laſt to me. Mr. Smith and I have 
made all up, and now Matters go 
on charmingly, being quite recon- 
ciled again; and you muſt, from 
henceforth, direct to me by the 
Name of Smith, at Mrs. G—'s, at 
the Golden in Deansſtreet, 
Soho. 

You could by no one thing have 
given me more Pleaſure (ſaving that 
you was upon the Road to London) 
than in hearing you was ſo agreeably 
ſtationed at good Mrs. Y—'s ; for 
I had ſome little Knowledge of the 
Miſſes in my Mother's time. They 
will be charming Fortunes, I believe ; 
for I remember Mr. was re- 
ported to have died rich. I hope 
you will be ſettled for a time, and 
if you have but good Wages, the 
young Ladies, to be ſure, will fur- 
niſh you with Clothes, as much or 

more 
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more than you can well diſpenſe 
with. 

I am vaſtly pleaſed to hear Aly 
Eſalter is ſo well diſpoſed of; ſhe, . 
my Dear, was, as I may ſay, one 
of us; poor Aly! I did not think 
ſhe would have gone off before 
you, Lavy, not being half ſo hand- 
tome: For if you remember, you 
and I were always reckoned the beſt 
of the Bunch. | 

As for Sally, my Affairs not 
having called me near her Quarters 
for ſome time, I cannot ſay I have 
ſeen her ſince Chriſimas laſt, till 
about a Week ago, when, truly, I 
was never more at a Loſs than for 
her Name, but that I had known 
her Face I was poſitive; for, m 
Dear, ſhe is fo funk in her Fleſh, 
hollow-eyed, pale, and, between 
you and me, ſo round about the 
Hips, that I proteſt I ſhould have 
paſſed her, had ſhe not ſtopped and 
ſpoke to me ; but taking 7 

| OW 
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how ſtrangely ſhe was altered in a 
ſhort time, the Colour, which ſoon 
ſpread itſelf over her Cheeks, but 
too plainly indicated it to me, that 
ſome Treſpaſs had been committed 
upon her Copyhold. 

You may imagine, I could not 
charge her with it in the Street ; 
but ſhe, obſerving my Eyes to play | 
more downwards than at her Face, 
took me aſide, deſiring to know 


where my Lodgings were ; for that 


ſhe had ſomewhat of Importance 
for my Ear, if I could let her know 
when it would be convenient to 
wait upon me. I replied, that I 
was never out till eleven, and, for 
the moſt part, drank Tea at home 


of an Afternoon, and my Lodgings 


were in ſuch a Place. 

She drank Tea with me the next 
Day in the Afternoon, that being 
her Leiſure-time, ſhe ſaid ; and, in 


' ſhort, after a ſmall Pauſe, burſt into 
Tears. My dear Saliy, ſaid I, what 


5 | 
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troubles you ? why ſeem you ſo un- 
eaſy? is it the Fear of loſing your 
Place? Or, is it the ſeeing me fo 
much better provided for than your- 
_ ſelf? I hope you do not envy me. 
All in good time, it will be your 
Turn one of theſe Days. No, no, 
never, replied ſhe. Alas! dear 
 Gatrty, I am ruined. 

I confeſs ſhe ſtruck me not a little, 
though I ſuſpected what it would 
tend to; when proceeding, ſhe ad- 
ded, that ſhe was with Child. I 
replied, I hoped ſhe was married, 
and could produce a good Father 
for it. She ſaid, that her Maſter's ' 
Son admiring her, and promiſing 
her Marriage at his Father's Death, 
ſhe had been ſo fooliſh, as, at 5 
earneſt Importunity, to yield to his 
Defires, and was then about five 
Months gone with Child by him. 
I then demanded how ſhe purpoſed 
to act in the Affair, for that it would 
be to hide] it much longer, 


and 
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and, indeed, I told her, I could al- 
moſt have ſworn to her Condition 
the Day before. 

She replied, her young Maſter 
was almoſt wild about it, for fear 
it ſhould come to his Father's Ears; 
for not having the Command of 
Money enough to ſupport her out 
of Service, in her Lying-in, ſhe 
feared ſhe could noways leave the 
Family till it was diſcovered, aſking 
me what ſhe had beſt do, to prevent 
the young Gentleman's Diſgrace, 
who ſtill daily promiſed, and ſwore 
he would marry her at laſt. 

I own, the Affair was beyond my 
Ability to relieve her in, ſo that I 
recommended her to ſome abler 
Head than mine ; but defired to ſee 
her often, that I might know what 
Turn it was like to take in the Fa- 
mily, for that I was amazed ſome 
or other of them had not as yet diſ- 
covered it. 

The 
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The poor Girl! returned with an 

heavy Heart, and what ſhe will do, 

I cannot ſay; but certain I am, it will 

not much longer remain a Secret. 

Jam, | 

_ Deareſt Lavy, 

Yours moſt fincerely, 

GERT. SMITH. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


Miſs Lavinia Rawlins to Mrs. Sarah 
Morris. 


| May 10, 1741. 
Dear Sally, 4 yi 
T is now ſo long ſince I heard 
from you, that, ſurely, I am ei- 
ther to conclude you dead and bu- 
ried, or that your Memory will not 
ſerve for recollecting ſuch a Perſon 
in being. as your old Friend Lavinia 
| Rawlins; or is it the Affair with 
Mr. Thomas that ſo totally im- 
Vor. I, I merſes 
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merſes your Senſes in Jollity, as to 


occaſion the Neglect? For tho' I 


have long ſince left the Parſonage, 


yet I have often enquired whether 
any Letter was directed to me there, 
without Effect. 

I thank my Stars, I am fallen 
into aplentiful Soil, asI preſume you 
are; and tho' Gatiy is at preſent 


above us, through the Indulgence 


of her Admirer, the Captain; Time 
may ſerve, for its being our Turns; 


though if I never live worſe than 


at preſent, I ſhall have every 
Cauſe to be thankful. Fab 

Loet me hear what Progreſs you 
have made in your Amour, and 
when I may with you Joy; whether 
your Lover ſtill remains attached 
to you ; and twenty other Particu- 
lars, all which, as whatever tends, 
but eventually, to my Sally's In- 
tereſt, will ever be moſt accept- 


able, to her moſt 


Loving Priend, 
LAV. RAWLINS. 
LET- 
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L E R XXXIV. 


M; 1s Lavinia Rawlins 70 Mrs. Ger- 
trude Smith. 


May 14, 1741. 
Deareſt Mrs. Smith, 
"HOUGH your Buſineſs had 


been urgent for ſome Weeks, 
you made me ſome amends at your 


Leiſure, by the length of your laſt 


Epiſtle ; which partly proved agree- 
able, and partly, unpleaſing to 
me ; but though I wrote a Night 
or two ago to Sally, T did not hint 
at the Fruits of her Amour, nor 
ſhall I, till I have ſome Account 
of it from herſelf. 

I rejoice, that you ſeem ſo 
8. ſatisfied with Mr. 


Smiths Be a but, pardon me, 


I ; 
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I muſt not diſmiſs my Doubts, as 
to the Name you lay claim to ; for 
of all the Things you mention, I 
can find not the leaſt Syllable of 
Matrimony amongſt them: I ſhall 
remain uneaſy till I have ſome 
Satisfaction in this: For in my 
Apprebenſion, you take leſs 
Notice than might be expected, 
had you been his lawful Wife; 
and if you are not, why claim 
you his Name? Gatty ! Gatty ! 
ſurely, another found of equal 
length, cannot comprehend you ! 
I ſhould be ſorry, was it fo, for 
theſe Things are not to be re- 
conciled to my Comprehenſion, 
without further Explanation. I 
tremble for you, leſt a falſe Step 
Having diverted you from the Path 
of Virtue, you ſhould run riot for 
the Remainder of your whole Life, 
without recovering it again. 


Be 
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Be ingenuous with me, let me 
into the very beſt, the very worſt 
of what has happened. If my Ad- 
vice can avail, you may command 
it ; but however that may prove, 
your Counſel is ſecure in the 


Breaſt of 


Your affectionate Friend, 
* 


LAY. RuurL INS. 


I 3 LE T- 


LIE: 


44 
5 
1 


9 
f 
it 
it 
It © 
I; 
| 
| 


* 8 _ 
"RO Bo TOE. 


we" A 
— 


8 


5 8 * 


— 


wore 2 — — — en 


be & . 


— — 


ä — _ l a — 
L y & - 3 —— D BF . 
— =. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


—— - = — 
— — 


—— 


o 
— — p ˖ 


11 
4 , 


— 


— —— — RAY eh. ns 


———— — 
- 


174 The HISTORY of 
LETTER XXXV. 


Mrs, Smith, 7 Miß Lavinia Raw- 
lins, 


May 20, 1741. 


= dear Lavy, 


HAT? turned Propheteſs, 
Child! Why, then haſt 
FOO {till thy Doubts about thee ? 
but I'll diſcharge them preſently. 
You know, Lavy, for that I 


wrote you before you left the Par- 
ſonage, what I ſuffered that helliſh 


Night at the Maſquerade : A Night, 
I fear, never to be forgotten by 
me; I wiſh, I may ever beable to 

ſay without ſorrow. You know 
what ſucceeded to that, from Mr. 
Smith's Letter tome, and my Anſwer 


to it. Now then, to what followed. 
It 


v A 
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It was a Day or two, before I 
heard from him again, during 


which Time, I was under a per- 


petual Torment, leſt he ſhould 
have totally withdrawn himſelf 
from me. However, at length, I 


had another Letter, much in the _ 


Strain with the former, making 


ſtill paſſionate Profeſſions of Love; 


adviſing me, for my own Benefit, 


ſince ſuch an Accident had hap- 


pened, and could not be recalled, 
to make the beſt of it. 
He reminded me of my Want 


of Fortune, for which Defect, had 
TI remained undefiled, my Perſon, 
with him, would have equivaled. 


The Thing began to be blazed, 


he ſaid, and would depreciate me 
in the Eye of the World; after 
which, no Man would make a 


Wife of me. He would allow 
me all Privileges of his Wife, fave 
Marriage, and hoped I would not 
be ſo overſeen, as to refuſe him. 
14 My 
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My Anſwer was, as before, 
that it was not Bed and Board, 
that would make wrong right. I 
reminded him, what both myſelf, 


and Children muſt be called. I 


owned, I had loved him; but 
hoped he would not thereon build 


my undoing ; and concluded, with 


deſiring Satisfaction to my Scruples, 
from his own Mouth. 

To the above, in a Day or two, 
he replied, that our Paper Argu- 
ment might be endleſs ; he ſaid, 
his Reaſons againſt Marriage were 


indiſputable, nor could he retract. 


He reminded me of my help- 
leſs State without his Aid, de- 
manding, whether I thought beſt 
to ſurrender myſelf to him, or the 
Public. Then peremptorily infiſted 
on my Reſolution, never to ſee 
him more, or joyfully to fly to 
his Embraces. „ 

My dear Lauy, I then ſtood in 
need of ſuch a Friend as thou art ; 

a 
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a Friend diſintereſted, to have fixed 


my wandering Reſolution to ſome 


ſolid Stand, and to have comforted 
me under my Deſpondencies; but 
left to myſelf, what could I deter- 
mine upon! I dreaded more than 
Death, an abſolute Privation of his 
Favours. I had taſted too deeply 
of the Cup of Delights he had 


uſhered me to, ever willingly, to 


part with it from my Hand, more. 


TIT turned my Mind to Servitude, 
and would have dropped my 


Anchor there ; but the black Ocean 


. that Girroundad me, was more 


frightful than the Storm at large, 
T laboured in; nor could I ſet my 
Hand to a Compliance with him, 
ſo oppoſite to what my Heart then 
dictated : I therefore wrote him 
Word, that my Anſwer to his laſt, 


ſhould only be delivered to him by 
Word of Mouth, 


This brought him to my Lodg- 


ings in the Evening; when, after 


1 the 
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the ſolemneſt Proteſtations of ever- 
laſting Fidelity, the Shock of re- 
verting, without a Farthing in my 
Purſe, to my late Condition of 
ſeeking Service, after rioting in 
Pleaſures, even to profuſion, re- 
curring to my Mind, Oh! can I 
utter it! Lavy/ gueſs the reſt. 

He took me the Lodging I am 
now in, the next Day, very com- 
py furniſhed ; hired me a Maid 

ervant, and having ſet me out as 
| genteely with Clothes, and Linen, 
as his own Lady need have been, 
he allows me three Guineas a- 
Week for my Pocket, and Pro- 
viſions, befides which, three or 
four times a-Week, he Dines, or 
Sups with me; when he pro- 
vides, at his own Expence, ſome- 
what nicer than my ordinary Fare, 
and frequently orders in Wines, 
Tea, Sugar, and ſuch other little 
Helps, as make the Expences of 
my enn fit very 2 
an 


Lavinia RawLins. 1 
and eaſy; inſomuch, that I have 


within this firſt Quarter, all Charges 


defrayed, laid up above twelve. 
Guineas. 1 

Thus, my deareſt Friend, have 
I faithfully ſtated my Caſe to you, 
and was he but my Huſband, no 
Woman's Life could draw my 


Envy upon her; but the contrary 


Reflection, in my ſerious Moments, 
deadens every preſenting Satisfac- 
tion, and makes me miſerable; 
though I hope this will wear off, 
for I find it leſſen daily. 
Blame me not, Lavy, to an 
Exceſs, paſt a Participation of your 
contemned Friendſhip; for con- 
ſider! dear Lavy! the Force of 
my Temptation to this Courſe ; 
abandoned by all the World, no 


Friend at hand to aſſiſt me, a 


Stranger in Town, Pennyleſs, and 


liable only to Contempt from my 


Fellow - Creatures; what then 
would you, a far more prudent 
Woman 
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Womanthan I am, havedone, other- 
wiſe than I did? eſpecially, under 
ſuch Engagements, never to forſake 
you? Nor indeed, have J hitherto 
ever had any Reaſon for ſuſpecting 
him ; tho'he never ſpends more than 
three Nights in a Week with me. 

If you ſhould ever come to 
London, Lavy, let me ſee you; for 
J can procure Room for you in 
our Houſe, where no one can ever 
be more welcome, than my deareft 
Lavy, 5 


To her unfortunate, 
but fincere Friend, 
GERT. SMITH. 


P. S. He has given me leave to 
aſſume his Name, for the better 
Look of the Thing in the 
Neighbourhood. I have in- 
cloſed his and my laſt Letters. 


- = LET. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


Mrs. Smith, to Miſs Lavinia Raw- 
lins. 


June 5, 1741. 


AM under the moſt afflicting 

Conſternation for Couſin Sally, 
my Dear, that ever yet aſſailed 
me; nor know I what to do, or 
Which Way to turn me. O] that 
I had but my deareſt Lavy at my 
Elbow, to conſult and adviſe with, 
for my Behaviour in this Dilem- 
ma ! But why do I detain you from 
the Circumſtance itſelf, that over- 
whelms me thus with Sorrow! 
' I wrote you Word of Sally's 
Slip with her young Maſter ; it 
is all now come to light, and her 
Reputation ruined for ever. Her 
Lady, from ſeveral Cs” 


* 
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miſtruſting her Condition; ſo 
ſharply, and ſuddenly took her to 
taſk, that having no poſſible Means 
at hand, for coming off, ſhe 
was obliged to admit the Fact, and 
that the Infant ſhe then bore was 
her young Maſter's. 

This ſet her Lady into fock a 
Rage, as half diſtracted her; but 
away ſhe flew to Sir Thomas with 
the News, who impatient of fur- 
ther Particulars, ordered Sally be- 
fore him inſtantly ; where having 
examined her, and the Caſe but 
too plainly appearing, he charged 
her with the Pervertion of his Son's 
Morals, by her Deluſions, and 
{wore he would have her commit- 
ted to the Houſe of Correction for 
a Proſtitute; then after ſeveral 
other Threats and Menaces, he 
ordered her to her Garret, and by 
no Means to ſtir from thence till 
he recalled her, 

His 
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His Lady and he then entered 
into cloſe Conſultation, how to 
behave with their Son; but whilſt 
they were under this Debate, Sally, 
in her March to her Confinement, 
met Mr. Thomas coming out of 
his own Room, upon the two 
Pair of Stairs Floor; who obſerv- 
| ing her under ſuch Diſtreſs, and 
weeping ſo diſmally, demanded 
the Occaſion of it? 

They had ſcarce gained more 
Time together than might barely 
ferve for his Information, before 
Mr. Thomas himſelf was ſummoned 
before his Father, and her Lady- 
ſhip; but the little they had gained, 
had been ſo well employed by Mr. 
Thomas, to his own Ends, that by 
his Entreaties, and the faireſt Pro- 
miſes of great Things to come, 
he had prevailed for a Retraction 
of all that ſhe had before charged 

him with, and for laying the Child 


upon 
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upon James, one of his Father's 
Footmen. 

The young Gentleman relying 
thus upon his Intereſt in her, 
approached his Father with far 
leſs Concern upon his Counte- 
nance, than otherwiſe he would 
have had, or indeed than became 
his then preſent Circumſtances ; 
and upon its being demanded by 


his Father, how he could be guilty 


of ſuch a diſreputable Action? 
ſeemed vaſtly ſurpriſed at the 
Charge upon him, proteſted his 
Innocence, and was perſuaded he 
ſaid, that was he but to confront 
her, the Wench could never have 
the Impudence to charge him 
with it; and for the clearing of 
his Character in the Affair, in- 
treated Sir Thomas to lift it to the 
Bottom, nor ſuffer him to lie under 
ſo ſcandalous an Imputation, no- 
ways his Due. 
| Poor 


Lavinia RawLiNs. 185 
Poor Sally, upon this, being again 
produced, thoughtleſsly, and ſtill 
to retain Mr. Thomas a Friend, in 
the Exceſs of Confuſion ſhe was 
under in his Preſence, being again 
interrogated as to the Father of her 
Child, begged her young Maſter's 
Pardon for the Error at her firſt Ex- 
amination, and laid the Child upon 
James, as Mr. Thomas had directed 

her. 
Sally now expected that all had 
been over, and that, as her young 
Maſter had before inſinuated to her, 
ſhe ſhould only have been turned 
out of the Family, when he had 
engaged to provide for herſelf and 
the Child, till the happy Day ſhould 
arrive for his marrying her; but 
now, ſhe found herſelf hampered 
beyond all poſſibility of Extrication, 
for no ſooner had Sir Thomas pro- 
vided another Father than his own 
Son for the Infant, than he took 
her directly before the next Magi- 
| _- mn. 


186 . The His TORY of 
ſtrate, where, under the blackeſt 
Impreſſions of Horror, and under 
an almoſt Ignorance of what the 
did, the Book being given her, ſhe 
was obliged . to ſwear the Child to 
James, and at her Return was diſ- 
miſſed the Family. 


James was ſoon taken into 


Cuſtody by the Pariſh-Officers, who 


inſiſted upon Security for the Main- 
tenance of the Mother and Child ; 
but this not happening till a Day or 
two afterwards, Sir Thomas had ſent 
his Son into the Country, to avoid 
the Cenſures he might be liable to 
from the Accident. 

Fames proteſted his Innocence 
before the Magiſtrate, as to the 
Crime objected to him; but that 
availing nothing againſt a poſi- 
tive Oath, the juſtice threatened to 
commit him, in default of good 
Security. James having, for ſeve- 
ral Vears, behaved himſelf un- 

blame- 
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blameably in Sir Thomas's Service, 
wanted not Friends amongſt his 
Tradeſmen, two of whom became - 
his Sureties for appearing at the 
Seſſions, ſo that he being now 
admitted to bail, returned home 
again. | 
The Affair being now noiſed 
through the Family, and that James 
had been the Tranſgreſſor, moſt of 
his Fellow-ſervants (as it too fre- 
quently happens in ſuch Caſes) had 
their Jokes upon him, all but Mary, 
his Lady's Chamber-maid, who 
obſerving the Man to be ſo played 
upon, let him into what Inſight ſhe 
had into the Myſtery ; but as James 
might poſſibly have been meddling, 
as well as her young Maſter, ſhe 
reſolved to be as certain as ſhe could 
of that, before ſhe proceeded to 
her Diſcoveries. „ 
She premiſed her Diſcourſe with 
a Demand of his dealing W 
wi 
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with her, and faithfully replying to 


a2 Queſtion ſhe ſhould put to him, 


which, if he would ſincerely do, 
ſhe doubted not of offering ſome- 
what greatly advantageous to him. 
The Fellow then proteſting ſo- 
lemnly that he would, ſhe de- 
manded, whether he had ever been 
actually guilty with Sally or not? 
when, with the moſt ſerious Pro- 
teſtations, he made her ſenſible of 
his Innocence, by the Conviction 
ſhe received from his Veracity. 

James, ſaid ſhe, it were a baſe 
thing in me to ſit idle, whilſt my 
Fellow-ſervant is condemned of a2 


Crime I myſelf in my Conſcience 
muſt acquit him of. Sally and I, 


thou knoweſt, have been Bed-fel- 
lows ever ſince ſhe came to my 
| Maſter's, and our Humours having 
been agreeable to each other, no 
two Girls upon Earth can have con- 
fided more in each other than we 
two have done, 


I 
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I have, for ſome Months ſuſ- 
pected her to have been with Child, 
well knowing ſhe had been very 
great with our young Maſter, 
nay, I taxed her with my Surmiſes, 
when ſhe not only not burdened 
you with the Name of its Father, 
but aſſured me that he was, and that 
the Correſpondence had been proſe- 
cuted between them, from almoſt 
her firſt coming into the Family. 
Nay, ſhe has many times acquainted 
me of her Aſſignations with him, 
and many and many have been the 
Nights that ſhe has quitted my Bed 

for his, when the whole Houſe 
have been aſleep. 

This, James, added ſhe, I think 
highly becoming you to make pro- 
per Uſe of, by having her re-exa- 
mined as to theſe Facts; and tho' 
the Loſs of my Place may depend 
upon it, I am reſolved to appear in 
defence of the Truth to ſerve my 

| | : 5 
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No ſooner had James furniſhed 
himſelf with theſe Materials, than 
away to the Juſtice for Advice ; 
who again ordering Sally before 
him, charged her point-blank with 
the Diſcovery Mary had made. 
This ſhe was about to have ſtifly 
denied ; upon which Mary was 
called in, to oppoſe her Face to 
Face, who recollecting not only 
Times, but ſeveral other Circum- 
ſtances, poor Sally was ſo thunder- 
ſtruck, that ſhe not only confeſſed 
the Fact, and that ſhe had been 
over- perſuaded by her young Maſter 


to accuſe James, but ſubmitted to 
ſwear the Child to the former. 


James had retained a Sollicitor to 
recover him out of this Scrape, who 
now having ſo fair an Handle to 
proceed upon, indicted both Sally 
and her young Maſter for a Conſpi- 
racy againſt his Client; whereupon 

the young Gentleman was ſent for 
| to 
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to Town, and Sally committed to 
 New-PriJon, where the poor Crea- 


ture now remains, in an almoſt 


ſtarving Condition. 

I have ſupplied her with what 
little Matters I can ſpare for her 
immediate Subſiſtance ; but what 
will become of her upon her Trial, 
I am ſhocked to conſider, or 13 
ſhe will be ever able to get through 
it. She is in ſuch a miſerable Place, 
that though I alighted one Day at 

the Door, with Intent to have en- 
tered and comforted her; a ſlight 

View of its Inhabitants, ſo deterred 
me from proceeding further, that 
ſending her in a Crown by the 
Keeper, I was retiring again, when 
the Maſter of the Place, offering 
me the Speech of her in the Lodge; 
I ſpent above an Hour with her, in 
which time ſhe related to me the 
ſeveral above Particulars. 
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J am almoſt ſpent with writing, 
ſo muſt conclude myſelf, 


Dear Lavy, 5 
Your moſt fincere Friend, 
GERT. SMITH. 
P. S. If you can think of any thing 


beneficial to the poor Girl, dear 
Lavy, inform me. 
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